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U.S. Departni6nt of Justice 


United States Attorney 
Central District of Illinois- 



John Dwyer, Assistant AAG Post Office box 37 s 217 / 492^430 

Office of the Associate Attorney General ns/9ss^4so 

Department of Justice 
MAIN Building - Room 5132 
10th & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W, 

Washington, D.C 20530 



RE: The INSLAW Report 
Dear Mr. Dwyer: 

I applaud your efforts and especially your conclusions. To paraphrase Theodore 
Roosevelt, we spent ourselves on a worthy cause, but for months knew neither victory 
nor defeat. Your report uncorked one of the '^great enthusiasms/' 

One minor point in your report, however, causes me some discomfort. The more 
than implicit connection between Mr. Casolaro's multiple sclerosis and his suicide may 
create too dire a picture of multiple sclerosis. That linkage invites readers to cluck with 
pity and nod knowingly about the presumably devastating effect.^ of multiple sclerosis. 

To be sure, a diagnosis of MS - even a self-diagnosis such as Mr. Casolaro's apparently 
was ^ IS no cause for rejoicing. It is not, however, a death sentence or a commitment to 


Most of us who have MS do not, to use your phrase, "suffer from" it. MS is 
ble.ssedly painless (with few exceptions). It annoys like an unwelcomed and ubiquitous 
backseat driver. Of course I would prefer to push it out the door and speed off alone. 
But, as an alternative, I do not contemplate suicide, to say the least. Mr. Casolaro 
apparently did, although I seriously doubt that MS was a significant factor. 

• 1. Gorelick and Mr. Schmidt are not already familiar 

with MS, you will offer them this note of balance and assure them that multiple sclerosis 
flourishes even in the Department of Justice, and it expects no pity. 

Very truly yours, 


FRANCES C. HULIN 



cc: Nicholas J. Bua 
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TELEPHONE; 312 263-3600 
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CLIFFORD L. w eaver 
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October 5, 1994 


Jolm C. Dwyer, Esquire 
Assistant Associate Attorney General 
Office of the Associate Attorney General 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Re: Inslaw Report 

Dear John: 

I read with great interest your report on the allegations made by Inslaw against tlie 
Department of Justice. I think your report captures extremely well the continually evolving and 
changing character of the claims made by the Hamiltons and their attorneys. As you know, the 
evolution of those claims is one of the many reasons why investigating Inslaw’s claims has been 
such a challenge. 

I also thought your examination of the circumstances of D anny Casolaro’s death was 
first-rate. Your investigation was tliorough and detailed and your conclusions were wholly 
convincing. Although your report reached ±e same ultimate conclusion about Casolaro’s death 
that I did, I must admit that your investigation was vastly superior. 

Again, my congratulations on a job well done. 
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KTRK TV HOUSTON 


DAVID RAZIQ 

6061 BEVERLY HILLS, APT. 71 
HOUSTON, TX 77057 

APRIL 14, 1994 


MR. STEVE ZIPPERSTEIN 

U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES, CA. 

MR. ZIPPERSTEIN: 


DlSrnsq^THF cMts^cSm^^ letting me KNOW THAT YOU RECEIVED IT AND SO WE CAN 


THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 


SINCERELY, 
DAVID RAZIQ 


CAPITAL CrriES/ABC. INC. 3310 BISSONNET HOUSTON.TEXAS 77005 713-666^713 
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TEXAS 


KTRK TV HOUSTON 


DAVID RAZIQ 

6061 BEVERLY HILLS, APT. 71 
HOUSTON, TX 77057 

MARCH 24, 1994 


MR. stp:ve ZIPPERSTEIN 

U.S, ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES, CA. 

MR. ZIPPERSTEIN: 

ACCOMPANYING THIS FAX IS A RECEIPT FOR COPIES MADE AND SENT TO 
YOUR OFFICE. 

PLEASE SEND A CHECK TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. I WOULD APPRECIATE THE 
REMITTANCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND A CALL LETTING ME KNOW WHEN I 
MIGHT RECEIVE IT. I MAY BE PAGED AT 713-902-9015 AND REACHED DIRECTLY AT 
713-663-4552 OR 713-781-3742. (AN INVOICE FOR THE FEDERAL EXPRESS 
CHARGES IS FORTHCOMING.) 

I WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE THE CHANCE TO DISCUSS WHEN I MIGHT 
EXPECT TO RECEIVE THE PROMISED COPIES OP THE CASOLARO PAPERS. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 


SINCERELY, 
DAVID RAZIQ 
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DAVID RA2IQ 

S061 BEVJERLY HILLS, APT. 71 
HOUSTON, TX 77057 

MARCH 24, 1994 


MR. STEVE 2IPPERSTEI.N 

U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES, CA. 


MR. 2IPPERSTEIN: 


ACCOMPANYING THIS FAX IS A RECEIPT FOR COPIES MADE IN DECEMBER 1993 
AND SENT TO YOUR OFFICE. 

PLEASE SEND A CHECK TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. I WOULD APPRECIATE THE 
REMITTANCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND A CALL LETTING ME KNOW WHEN I 
MIGHT RECEIVE IT. I MAY BE PAGED AT 713-902-9015 AND REACHED DIRECTLY AT 
713-663-4552 OR 713-781-3742. (AN INVOICE FOR THE FEDERAL EXPRESS CHARGES IS 
FORTHCOMING.) 

I WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE THE CHANCE TO DISCUSS WHEN 1 MIGHT 
EXPECT TO RECEIVE THE PROMISED COPIES OP THE CASOLARO PAPERS. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 


SINCERELY, 
DAVID RAZIQ 
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Louise Goldsworthy 
Philip Cainjnera 
Sandra Spooner 
Dominic Laiti 
Paul Wormeli 
Marilyn ''’itus 
Marilyn Jacobs 
Jonathan Ben Cnaan 
Daniel Tessler 
Richard D'Amore 
Patricia Cloherty 
Garnett Taylor 
James Walker 
Floyd Bankson 
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We have no reason to question the truthfulness of the 

individuals included in the above list, it should also foe noted 

that the list is not exclusive, there are many other credible 

i individuals who have denied various of INSLAW 's allegations. 

V. The Weight of the Evidence Indicates that J. Daniel Casolaro 
Committed Suicide ^ 

Joseph Dar. lei ("Dar, / Cusolaro was a free-lance writer who 

had been woti u, on a storv i; c .lving alleged links between 

various Washington "scandals" cl the I 980 s, including TNSIAW; the 

Bank of Credit and Ccirjnerce International (BCCI) , the "October 

Surpris-^ " the Iran-Contra affair, the Iraqi arms procurement 

NW: 154^wDpjeJd:a70D9S^2cE3ig^f4^e of the savings and loan industry. Mr. 
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casolaro's theory was that these scandals had all been the 

handiwork of a shadowy group of people whom he referred to as the 

“Octopus." Casolaro began working on the story full-time in mid 
1990. 

On Saturday, August u, 1991, Mr. Casolaro was found dead in 
room 517 of the Sheraton Inn located in Martinsburg, West 
Virginia. His body was in the bathtub, and both of his wrists 
had been slashed. After a brief investigation at the scene, the 
local police department and the county coroner concluded that the 
cause of death was suicide. The coroner released the body to a 
local funeral home, where the body w'as embalmed. The Martinsburg 
Police Department sent a telet^r^pe to the Fairfav County Police 
Department in Northern Virginia requesting that Mr. Casolaro 's 
relatives be notified of his death. 

Mr. Casolaro 's relatives, however, were not notified until 
Monday morning, August 12, 1991. His brother, a Fairfax County 
physician, told the Martinsburg police at that time about Mr. 
Casolaro 's work on the "Octopus" • story and sugge. 3 t.ed that many 
people would have had a motive to kill him. He explained that 
Mr. Casolaro had told people he was travelling to Martinsburg to 
meet a key source. He also insisted that an autopsy be conducted 
and questionon hew M.r. Casolaro 's body could have been embalmed 
so quickly, witnout either tne knowl.edge or consent of Mr. 
Casoiaro's family. Soon afr-er the call from Mr. Casolaro’s 
brother, the Martinsburg Police Department was deluged viith 
NW: \54Wtioc\&^766§^6^‘f2iWm dia, from friends of ?*lr. Casolaro and 
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from congressional investigators. A series of questions were 
raised about the cause and circumstances of Mr. Casolaro’s death. 

Faced with this sudden and intense public interest in the 
case, the West Virginia authorities ordered an autopsy. The West 
N/irginia Deputy Chief Medical Examiner performed the autopsy on 
August 13-14, 19S1, and determined the cause of death as suicide. 
The autopsy also disclosed that Casolaro had been suffering from 
multiple sclerosis and arteriosclerosis. The autopsy found no 
evidence suggesting that he had been murdered. 

The autopsy findings, .however, did little to quell the 
controversy over Casolaro’s death. The media and others raised 
many questions about the circumstances of Mr. Casolaro’s death 
and the adequacy of both the police investigation and the 
autopsy. Many suggested that Casolaro had been murdered because, 
he was about to expose the "truth” about the ’’Octopus,” Various 
theories appeared in the media about "who killed Danny Casolaro." 

Faced with these continuing questions about its 
investigation, the Martinsburg Police Department reopened the 
case and conducted ci second, more intensive investigation. On 
January 25, 1992, West Virginia authorities announced that their 
additional investigation had led to the conclusion that Mr. 
Casolaro indeed had committed suicide, and that the case was 
closed. 

Rumors and speculation continued to circulate despite the 
conclusions reached by the Martinsburg police. On September 10, 
NW: 154:^9©pcyie7Qiia^2jBmQ:42ry committee issued their report on the 
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INSLAW affair. The report raised many qniestlone about the 
circuniotances cf Mr. Casolaro's death and recommended the 
appointment of an Independent Counsel to investigate six specific 
issues involving INSLAW, including "the lingering doubts over 

certain suspicious circumstances surrounding the death of Daniel 
Casolaro, " 

^®^i®wing the Martinsburg Police Department’s 
investigation of Mr. Casolaro’s death, the Special Counsel 
concluded that there was no basis for challenging the conclusion 
that he had committed suicide, (Bua Report 246-250.) In their 
rebuttal, INSlaw was highly critical of the Special counsel's 
review of this matter and was particularly critical of the 
Special Counsel's failure to interview certain witnesses. 

In light of the intense media focus and the concerns raised 
by the House Judiciary Committee, we undertook a substantial 
review and investigation of the circumstances surrounding l*Ir. 
Casolaro's death. Based on that review and investigation, we 
conclude that Mr. Casolaro committed suicide. 

A . Scope of Review^ 

Our review' consisted of two phases. During the first phase, 
we reviewed tn detail the West Virginia investigations into Mr. 
Casolaro's death. We reviewed all the police reports and the 
autopsy report as well as the documents generated during an 
unsuccessful lawsuit the Casolaro family filed against the 
NW: ^2fBa@e:4S home regarding the embalming of 
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Casolaro's body. Included among those documents were the sworn 
depositions, taken by the Casolaro family *s attorneys, of the 
coroner and funeral home personnel. We also interviewed the 
police officers involved in the investigation of Mr. Casolaro 's 
death as well as the Deputy chief Medical Examiner who had 
conducted the autopsy. 

During the second phase of the review, we pursued various 
leads that had been raised in the media and in the House 
Judiciary Committee Report and attempted to answer other 
questions raised by Casolaro 's family. During this phase, we 
conducted numerous interviews of Casolaro 's friends, family and 
associates in Virginia, West Virginia, Washington, D.C., Maryland 
and California. We obtained documents from various sources 
throughout the United States, including many of Mr. Casolaro *s 
personal papers on file at the Investigative Reporters' and 
Editors' Association at the University of Missouri. 

We also obtained much of the physical evidence originally 
found in the hotel room and elsewhere and had the FBI laboratory 
conduct additional tests on some of that evidence. We examined 
Mr. Casolaro 's background and had the FBI's Behavioral Sciences 
Unit at the FBI Academy in Quantico, Vii-ginia conduct an 
equivocal death analysis, or "psychological autopsy." Other 
©kperts were consulted, as w’ell, including a former .President of 
v,ne National Academy of Forensic Sciences and a George Washinatort 
University Law Professor who had previously reviewed the Casolaro 
NW: of a group of Washington-based 
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journalists. 

We also reviewed documents at the Central Intelligence 
Agency and at FBI headquarters, m addition, vre met with the 
Hamiltons and iNSLAWs counsel, received documents and ether 
information from tiieir, and followed various leads they provided. 
Finally, we reviewed all the telephone calls and mail received by 
the producers of the television program "Unsolved Mysteries," 
following the airing on March ll, 1993 of a segment about Mr. 
Casolaro's death. a , i ^ / j j 

B. Casolaro's Death^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 


1 • Riscoverv/Qf the Bod^ 


U’ 


Mr. Casolaro/was supposed to have checked out from hds room 
number 517, by 12:00 p.m. on Auoust 10. 1991. At about i:>;sq 


1991. At about 12:59 


p.m., Sharon Palmer, the maid assigned to cleaning the fifth 
floor, knocked on Mr. Casolaro's door and got no answer. She 
used her passkey to enter the room. She noticed the bathroom 
door was halfway open- She looked inside and saw blood on the 
floor and blood on a towel. She did not go inside the bathroom, 
but left and called for help. Another maid, Linda Williams, 
arrived and saw the blood on the bathroom floor, but did not 
enter the bathroom. Ms. VJilliams left and returned with hotel 
employees Barbara Bettinger, David Avella, Sandy Bogert, a.nd Eric 
Weidman, Mr. Avella called the police. 

Minutes later Patrolman Glenn Macher of the Martinsburg Clty 
Poiice Department arrived. He ordered all the hotel employees 
NW: 1545ybD(«ddDa©e98622PBggi5j[fe th e room tc go the hotel manager's 
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office and wait to be interviewed by other officers. The 
patrolman then went inside Mr. Casclaro’s room. Within minutes, 
Martinsburg Police Captain Ted Anderson, Detective John McMiiien, 
Patrolmen Shannon Armel and Terry Stanley and paramedics arrived. 

2 - The Deat h Scene 

a. Casolaro^s Body 

According to police reports and witnesses we interviewed, 

Mr, Casolaro's nude body was in the bathtub. The water was 
bloody and cold. The tub was about half to three-fourths full. 
Mr. Casolaro was sitting with his feet toward the faucet. He was 
leaning against the side of the tub with his head slumped over 
the side. His right arm was hanging over the side of the tub, 
and his right hand was lying flat on the floor. His left hand 
was submerged under water, tucked beneath his left thigh. Both 
of Mr, Casolaro's wrists had cut wounds. The fingernails on the 
thumb, forefinger and middle finger of his right hand appeared to 
have been chewed. 

A used shoelace was draped loosely around Casolaro's neck. 
Another used shoelace was found inside the bathtub. Two w.hitc- 
hefty trash bags were floating in the bathtub. A single-edge 
razor blade was inside the bathtub. An empty can of Milwaukee's 
Best beer was also inside the tub. 

b. The B a throom 

The wrapper from the razor blade was resting against the 

the bathtub. Next to the bat.itub, on the bathroom floor, 

glass and a half-full bottle of 
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"Caves Alianca," a Portuguese white wine. There was a bloody 
towel on the floor next ro the tub. There were bloodstains on 
the tile around the tub, on the bathroom floor and on the toilet 

seat, some bloody water had splattered across the small bathroom 
to the sink area. 

. There was an ashtray on top of the toilet tank. Three 
cigarette butts were in the ashtray, and a pack of Carlton 
cigarettes was on the toilet tank next to the ashtray. The 
bathroom was later dusted for fingerprints. Two prints removed 
from the bathroom sink were identified later as Casolaro’s left 
index and l^fti inidd].0 fingers. 

There was no sign of any struggle having occurred inside the 
bathroom . 

c . The Bedroom 

The police inspected the bedroom area. They found no sign 
of forced entry, no sign of any struggle inside the. room, and no 
sign that anyone else had been inside the room. The door to the 
adjoining room (Room 515, occupied by two visitois from 
Pennsylvania w’ho had come to Martinsburg for a soccer tournanent, 

^ ^2~year old woman and 70 year*-old man) was locked, and the 
safety chain was secure. The bedspread was partially turned 
dowT), but the sheets were not turned down. There was no blood in 
any part of the hotel room other than the bathroom. 

Mr. Casolarc’s clothes were laid out on top of rhe bed. 

None of the fixtures in the room had been broker, or knocked 
NW: 1^7 appeared to be intact. His 
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driver's license were found inside his coat pocket. 
There was no sign that anyone had gone through any of Mr. 

Casolaro's belongings. The police described the scene as 

•*guiet- *' 

There was an unused, ashtray inside the bedrooia. It had a 
fingerprint on the bottom, but the police were unable to identify 
that fingerprint. The trash can inside the bedroom contained a 
Sheetz Convenience Store coffee cup. On top of it were five 
empty cans of Milv/aulcee ' s Best beer. The police later conducted 
hair and fiber analyses on various items recovered in the. room, 
but no evidence was developed indicating that anyone other than 
Mr. Casolaro had been inside the room before he died. 

The police found a large black tote back in the bedroom. 
Inside the bag were, among other items, an empty bott.ie of 
Vicodin pills {which the police later determined had been 
prescribea for relief of pain following oral surgery performed on 
Mr. Casolaro in 1988); one box of Hefty trash bags (with two bags 
missing); two green lawn-type garbage bags; one unopened bottle 
of "Caves Alianca" white vine; one corkscrew; a/jc three ,'acks of 
Carlton cigarettes. 

The police found, on the coffee table, a box of razor blades 
with four unused single -edge blades inside. Thu box had room for 
five blades. The blades matched the single blade found inside 
the tub. 

The police did not find a briefcase or any documents in the 
NW: 154:S)7:£k)Qldon(0098’6^' RsgS 5t3ind various cieait card receipts, 
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including two receipts from the nearby stone Crab Inn for 
Thursday, August 8 and Friday, August 9. 

T he Suicide Note 

The police also found a suicide note, w'ritten on the fourth 
page of a legal pad sitting on the coffee table, neyt to the box 
of .razor blades. T.he top three pages in the pad were blank and 
had been folded over the top and underneath the back of the legal 
pad. The note said; 

To ray loved ones, Please forgive me — raost especially 

my son — and be understanding, God w^ill let me in. 

(A '..•opy of the note appears as .Appendix 1 to this report) . The 
police later deterraine-o chi cu.-jh handwritir 4 g and ink comparisons 
that Mr. Casolaro wrote the note with a pen that was on the 
coffee table near the legal pad. His right thumbprint vias the 
only fingerprint found on the legal pad.^' 

• Cas olaro's car 

The police found Mr. Casolaro's car keys and located his 
car, a 1981 H.o.nda Accord, in the Sheraton hotel parking lot. 

There, was no sign rhat the car had been broken into or searched. 
They lifted two oi Mr. Casolaro's fingerprints from the driver's 
side window. They also found a pack of Carlton cigarettes in the 
car. The car was impounded and sent to a local body shop for 


Some individuals have suggested that Casolaro may have been 
forced to write the suicide note, and that he was leaving a clue by 
making the note uncharacteristically brief and by the. reference to 
God "letting him in." Proponents of this theor\' note that, as a 

id l.ave known rhat suicide w.is .-j sirs, so he 
ase to tip his friends that he was not dying 
ered no ev., .:i.i.rice jHvipport Ing this theory. 


NW: 

voluntarily. 
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safekeeping . 

3 • Inter^-'i ews of Hot el Fmplovp.PiR 

While the patrol officers were examining the hotel room, 
Captain Anderson and Detective McMillen interviewed the hotel 
employees whc had discovered Casolaro's body. None of the 
employees, including the maids, had seen anything suspicious that 
oorning. None had seen anyone enter or leave Mr. Casolaro's 
room. The last employee who had seen Mr. Casolaro alive was 
Barbara Bettinger , who had talked with him outside his room 
Friday afternoon . 


• The Coro ner 's I nve stigation 
Thirty minutes after the police arrived, Berkeley County 
coroner Sandra Brining and her husband, Martinsburg city 
paramedic David Brining, entered Room 517. Mr. Brining 
photographed Mr. Casolaro's body and the bathroom area. Ms. 
Brining examined the body . She noted eight cuts on the underside 
of Casolaro's left wrist and four cuts on the underside of his 
.. ight wrist. There was also a bruise on the inner part of the 
upper left arm. There were no other visible signs of trauma to 
the body. "Light" rigor mortis was present in both arms. Livor 
Kic>rtis was present, but had not yet set, in the buttocks, neck, 
face, arms and legs. 


During Ms. Brining 's examination of the body, the blcody 
bat.iaiub water was drained. Ms, Brining failed to preserve a 
sample of the va*. -r. 
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Brown’s Funeral Home in Martinsburg to transport the body. 

Funeral home employees John Arvin and Robert Fields arrived at 
Room 517 shortly before 2:00 p.m. The bathroom door was removed 
to allow room for the body to be taken out of the room. The body 
was placed in an ambulance and taken to Brown’s Funeral Home in 
Martinsburg . 

^ ' Handling of Death Scene Folloyfino Removal of Body 

After the body was removed, the Martinsburg police locked 
the room but failed to seal it formally. 

On Monday morning,^ Detectives Catlett and McMillen returned 
to Room 517 to conduct a further investigation after Casolaro’s 
family had alerted them about Mr. Casolaro's work and the threats 
he had allegedly received. Although the police had not 
off irc ioll y sealed the room when they left Saturday afternoon, the 
hotel manager, Sam Floyd, had kept the room locked for the 
remainder of Saturday and all day Sunday. Detective McMillen 
told us that the hotel room was in exactly the same condition as 
it had been when he and the other officers left it Saturday. The 
room had not been cleaned. According to the detective, nothing 
had beer, rearranged or disturbed. There was no sign that anyone 
had been inside the room. 

6. Examination and Embalming of the Body at the fijneral 
Home 


Ms. Brining spent fwo hours examining Mr. Casolaro's body at 
the funeral home on Saturday afternoon. Patrolman Arrel arrived 

NW: 154157 IfeM' i>ag8‘^ <**PP-c>ximately 3:30 p.m., after the 
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Robert Fields drew a blood sample directly from Casolaro's heart. 
Ms. Brining and Mr. Fields asked Patrolman Armel to notify Hr. 
Casolaro’s next—of-^kin. Patrolman Armel relayed that reguest to 
Detective McMillen, who had returned to the station. 

Psti^olmsn Armel asked Ms. Brining for the cause of death, 
and she said that Mr. Casolaro had bled to death. She determined 
that the wounds to the wrists bad been self-inflicted, and that 
the manner of death was suicide. 

As Ms. Brining and Patrolman Armel were preparing to leave, 
Charles Brown, the owner of Brown's Funeral Home, asked Ms. 
Brining if the body could be embalmed. Ms. Brining said that she 
was releasing the body to the funeral home, that an autopsy would 
not be conducted because the death was a suicide, and that the 


body could be embalmed. Mr. Fields then embalmed the body. 


The decision to permit the embalming of Casolaro 's body 
before an autopsy could be performed^as not unreasonable, in 
I light of the physical evidence sugge^ing that Casolaro had 

suTcIHeT^ Hfowever, Ms. Brining should have waited a few 




more hours before releasing the ^dy, to see whether Casolaro 's 

next-of-kin nad been notified^' Under West Virginia law,^^ 

f 

deceased's body may not be embalmed unless the authorities have 
first made "due inquiry" as to the desires of the next of kin. 


^'1 


West Vir. Code % 30-6-8 (1993). As discussed in the next 
section, a.ty^30 p.ra., the Martinsburg Police requested the 




Fairfax Cor 


eiubalr/ii... 


ice to notify Casolaro 's next-of-kin bei 


oiiocribed below, the Fairfax Pc 


reported 
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at 5:00, after the. embalming had started, that they had been 
unable to do so. Although Ms. Brining should have waited until 
after the Martinsburg police had heard back from the Fairfax 
County police, ultimately it made no difference because the body 
would have been embalmed anyhow once the Fairfax County police 
f^®P®^ted they were unatle to locate any next ~of— kin. 

^ JfSwe^TSr^lJe are unaware of any evidence which suggests that 
the decision by Ms. Brining approving the embalming of the body 
was made to further any type of cover-up or conspiracy.'* In 
fact, the decision appears to be consistent with the custom and 
practice in the Martinsburg area. During a lawsuit filed by 
Casolaro's family against Brown's Funeral Home, Berkeley County, 
and the city of Martinsburg, an attorney for Casolaro’s family 
took the sworn deposition of Mr. Brown. In his deposition, Mr. 
Brown testified that "courtesy embalmings" are standard procedure 
in Martinsburg for decedents from Washington, D.C. ( Casolaro. et 
— firown funeral Hom e, et al. , No. 92-C-721, Circuit Court 
for Berkeley county, w. Va,, Deposition of Charles Brown, 

Sept. 13, 1993, at 27, 35.) 

Furthermore, the embalming of the body did not have the 
impact on the subseq-uent autopsy that was performed as has been 


The media has reported that Ms. Brining and Mr- Brown had 
a dispute over whether she had authorized him to embalm Casolaro's 
body. Our investigation found that they both agreed that she did 
authorise the embalming. In her deposition during an unsuccessful 
suit filed by the Casclaro family, Ms. Brining testified that, as 
she was leaving the funeral home, she told Mr! Brown that "the body 

of Sandra Brining, Jan. 14, 1393 at 92). 
Whether the body could be embalmed, and Ms. 

Mr. Brown co.nfirmed Ms. Brining' s recollection. 


NW: 

Brining 
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speculated. Embalming typically precludes the ability to obtain 
accurate toxicological studies of bodily fluids. Here, however, 
rhe embalming did not interfere with the autopsy, as the medical 
examiner and toxicologist had access to four separate bodily 
s^inplus and organs that had been unaffected by the 
embalming; (l) the blood sample that Mr. Fields had taken 
directly from Casoiaro's heart, before the embalming had been 
performed; (2) a small amount of urine that had not been 
evacuated at the time of death because of the submersion of 
Casoiaro's body in the bath water, and that had not been tainted 
due to Mr. Fields' failure to inject embalming fluid into the 
bladder; (3) a small amount of vitreous fluid from behind the eye 
sockets; and (4) the liver, which Mr. Fields had entirely missed 
when he failed to insert the trocar (embalming tool) into that 
organ . 

7 . Notificati on o f Next- of -K in 

At 3:30 p.ffi. on Saturday, August iO, Detective McMilien 
called the Fairfax County (Virginia) Police Department and 
"notified them cf Mr. Casoiaro's name, address, and apparent 
suicide. He requested that the Fairfax Police Department notify 
Mr. Casoiaro's family. The Fairfax police said they could not dc 
so unless they v;ere nor..ii;ieG by teletype. At 4:00 p.m., 

Detective McMilien .sent, the requested teletype but received no 
acknowledgement, A few irdnutes later he sent a second teletype. 

According to police records, a Fairfax County patrol car 
NW: 154fc7oD©cMi '?fi09a622DPage.5P house at approximately 4:3o p.m. 
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Officer knocked. When no one answered, the officer left his 
business card on Mr. Casolaro's door. The officer returned to 
the station and called Detective McMilien at 5:00 p.m. Detective 
McMillen asked the officer to atteir.pt to notify Casolaro's next“ 
of-kin and to ask them to contact the Martinsburg police to 
provide instructions regarding funeral arrangements. 

Inexplicably, the Fairfax County police made no effort to 
locate any of Mr- Casolaro's relatives, other than going to his 
house and leaving a business card. Fairfax police would have 
found the name of Tony Casolaro in the local phone book if they 
had looked. The anguish which was ultimately caused by the 
belated notification could easily have been and should have been 
avoided. 

Finally, on Monday, August 12, the Martinsburg police 
authorities did what the Fairfax police department should have 
done two days earlier. Detective Sergeant Svartwood called 
diiecuo.;y assistance for Fairfax County, received the listing for 
D-- , Tony Casolaro and called the number. Mr. Casolaro's mother 

t ur. Casolaro’s house and answered the phone. Detective 
•s. yeant Swartwood notified Mrs. Casolaro of her son's death at 
that time. 

C . T he Autopsy 

•Shortly after Mr. Casolaro's family was notified of hi.s 
deac: , Dr. Tony Casolaro informed West Virginia authorities that 
hxs brother had been working on a sensitive story and that, he had 
N W. 1 545rXOooJd. Dr. casolaro urged the police to conduct 
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an autopsy. Detective Sergeant Swartwood relayed this 
information to Ms. Brining who agreed to contact the West 
Virginia Deputy Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. James L. Frost, to 
arrange for an autopsy, Casolaro's body was moved to Morgantown, 
West Virginia on Tuesday, August 13, 1991. That afternoon. Dr. 
Frost conducted preliminary and fluoroscopic examinations of the 
body. The results were negative. The next morning, August 14, 
1991, Ms. Brining, Patrolman Armel, and Patrolman Stambaugh 
traveled to Morgantown to observe the autopsy. 

The summary of the findings of the autopsy which follows is 
based on a review of the autopsy report and interviews of Dr. 
Frost and others who were involved with or observed the autopsy. 

Dr. Frost spent a considerable amount of time examining Mr. 
Casolaro*s wrists. The undersides of both wrists had deep cuts, 
though the depth was not extraordinary for a suicide according to 
Dr. Frost. The angles of the cuts were consistent with the 
wounds being self-inflicted. 

Mr. Casolaro was right handed. There were four cuts on 
Casolaro’s right wrist and eight on his left. According to Dr. 
Frost, Mr. Casolaro probably made the cuts on his left wrist 
first. The uppermost cut on the left wrist appeared to be a 
superficial cut. Dr. Frost told us that the superficial cut on 
the left wrist was not consistent with a so-called ’’hesitation 


cut,” something that certain forensic pathologists look for in 
suicide cases. In Or, Frost’s view, the lack of a hesitation cut 
NW: that the victim was particularly 
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determined to commit suicide. 

The autopsy revealed that !dr- Casolaro injured one of the 
tendons in his left wrist with a particularly deep cur. However, 
that injury would not deprive him of the motor ability in his 
left hand to grasp the razor and cut his right wrist. According 
to. Dr. Frost, that is exactly what he did. The other cuts were 
also deep, but not so deep as to have been especially suspicious 
to Dr. Frost. 

The autopsy found no indications that Mr, Casolaro had been 
involved in a struggle. Three of the fingernails on his right 
hand had been chewed. Mr. Casolaro 's brother. Dr. Tony Casolaro, 
told us that his brother did not bite his nails. However, the 
autopsy uncovered no evidence that anyone else bit his nails or 
that he had bitten the nails during a struggle in the hotel room. 
There was also a faint contusion on Mr. Casolaro 's left anterior 
bicep. Dr'. Frost deteirmined that the bruise was probably caused 
two days before Mr. Casolaro 's death. There were other faint 
blue marks and contusions on the body, but those were determined 
to be postmortem skin discolorations caused by the emibalming 
process. 

Dr. Frost also noted during the autopsy that Mr. Casolaro 's 
tongue was normal, indicating that he did not appear to have 
ingested any foreign substance. There was no indication of force 
having been applied to his mouth or lips. There was no sign of 
choking, strangulation, or drowning. No water was found in Mr. 
NW: 1545i^Q(aM6 J^age 62 
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Casolaro's brain was removed and taken to the pathology 
laboratory for analysis. The neuropathologist, Dr. Sydney s. 
Schochet, examined the brain and determined that Mr. Casolaro had 
been suffering from multiple sclerosis. Dr. Schochet opined that 
Casolaro had been experiencing vision problems. In addition to 
the finding that Mr. Casolaro was suffering from multiple 
sclerosis, the autopsy also revealed that Casolaro had 
•'moderately severe” arteriosclerosis. 

Dr. Frost determined that the cause of Hr. Casolaro's death 
was "exsanguinating hemorrhage from multiple incised wounds to 
the wrists." He concluded that the manner of death was suicide. 

He estimated that the time of death was between 7:00 a.m, and 
8:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 10, 1991. Dr, Frost told us that 
Mr. Casolaro probably lost consciousness within five to eight 
minutes of cutting himself and that he likely died within 15 
minutes. /o ' ^ / / 


Dr. Frost also submitted the blood sample that had 
previously been taken from the heart as well asiurine 



and 

vitreous fluids which he found during the autopsy and which had 


not been taint.- 3 by the embalming fluids to the West Virginia 
toxicology laboratory for analysis. The results of the 
toxicology studies did not alter Dr. Frost's conclusions as to 
the cause and manner of death. Rather they were fully consistent 
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his urine. According to Dr. Qssh^ that alcohol level is 
consistent with the metabolization rate for a man of ^^i-sjheight 


and weight consuming the six beers found in the hotel room as 
well as some of the white wine during the night and early morning 
hours before his death. No alcohol was found in the blood sample 
taken from the heart. Second . trace amounts of the chemical 
components for Vicodin were found in some of the samples. As 
indicated above, an empty bottle of Vicodin was found in Mr. 
Casolaro»s luggage in the hotel room. And third , trace amounts 
of a tricyclic anti-depressant medication were also present. The 
tricyclic was never traced, and we were unable to determine its 
origins. However, the amount was insignificant. ^ 

conducted a series of tests for the presence of a variety of 
"exotic" drugs or any other substances that could have been used 
to render Mr. Casolaro unconscious or that could have contributed 
to his death. All those tests were negative. 

Dr. Cash also tested the wine found in the open bottle 
adjacent to the bathtub for the presence of any drugs. That test 
was also negative.^^ 


Several months after the autopsy was conducted, a group of 
journalists in Washington, D.C. asked Professor James E. Starrs, a 
noted forensic pathology expert at the George v/ashington University 
law school, to review Dr. Frost's autopsy report. Professor Starrs 
agreed to do so. In an interview with the Washington Business 
J ourn al (week of Nov. 9-15, 1992, p. 13), Professor Starrs stated 
that he agreed with Dr. Frost that Hr, Casolaro 's wounds had been 
self-inflicted. K.- also stated that he doubted whether any 
additional scieni c techniques would have changed the outcome of 
the autopsy. Pro. -sor Starrs agreed with Dr. Frost that the small 
contusions on CaS’ re's body were caused by tne eitibairiing fluid, 
NWi 154^jZtB©Qyi TiM)9S6^iE9^g6i64the west Virginia aut.norit.ies tor embalming 
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^ * ftddltional Police Inves t i gat ion 

After learning from Dr. Casolaro and others about the nature 
of Mr, Casolaro *s work and the threats that had been allegedly 
directed at him, the Martinsburg police began a more substantial 
investigation into the matter. We carefully reviewed the records 
of' -that investigation and conclude that it was sufficient given 
the nature of the allegations. Furthermore, we concur with the 
conclusion reached by the Martinsburg Police Department that the 
results of that investigation support the conclusion that Mr, 
Casolaro took his own life. 

The following is a summary of some of the important findings 
of that investigation; 

• The police located and interviewed the occupants of 
rooms 514, 515, 516, 519 and 520 on the night of 
August 9-10, 1991. None of the individuals staying in 
those rooms recall hearing any unusual noises ccmir 4 g 
from room 517, Mr. Casolaro 's room, either that evening 
or the next morning. Nor did any of them recall seeing 
anyone entering or leaving room 517 during the morning 
of August 10. 

• The occupant of room 519, Michael Looney of st. Paul, 
Minnesota, had had several drinks with Mr. Casolaro on 
Thursday, August S. Police noticed during the 
interview that Mr, Looney's wrist was bandaged. Mr. 
Looney told the police officers conducting the 
interview that he had hurt himself playing volleyball. 
The officers were able to verify that story. 

• During the interviewing of all of the hotel employees 
who may have had contact with Mr. Casolaro, a front 
desk employee told the police that !'lr. Casolaro may 


note was typical, in that it was unsigned and made apologies to 
Casolaro ’s family. Professor Starrs summarised, his view o* the 
case by saying, ••fi]f this was a homicide, it would be the most 


:ablG .murder 
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have had a bt*own briefcase when he checked into the 
hotel. No other hcAel einployee recalled seeincf Mr. 
Casolaro with a brietfcase. Police were unable to 
locate any brief case muring searches of Mr. Casolaro 's 
hotel room, his car^ the hotel or the area surrounding 
the hotiel. 


The hotel manager stated that there were six ,^;eys for 
room 517. One key was found in the room among Mr. 
Casolaro 's belongings during the initial search of the 
room on August 10. The remaining five keys were found 
at the front desk. 

The razor blades found in the bathtub and in the 
bedroom were manufactured by Techni-Edge Manufacturing 
Corporation in New Jersey. Although they checked 
several retail outlets in the Martinsburg and Fairfax 
County areas, the Martinsburg police were unable to 
determine where the blades had been purchased. The 
West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory v;as unable 
to lift any fingerprints from the blade found in the 
bathtub because it had been immersed in water. (We 
asked the FBI laboratory to attempt to lift a 
fingerprint from the blade, but they too were unable to 
do so.) 


On August 21, 1991, during a search of Mr. Casolaro*?. 
home, police found twc unopened bottles of "Caves 
Alianca’* white vine under the kitclien sink. The 
bottles matched those found in the tethroom cf the 
hotel room and in casolaro *s luggage. The Martinsburg 
police determined that the Giant ‘supermarket c.hain in 
Northern Virginia .sells Caves Alianca wine. The brand 
is unavailable in West Virginia. 


During their search of Mr. casolaro ‘s house, the police 
found two tennis shoes from two different pairs — one 
Niks and one Peebok — that were ea.ch missing a 
shoelace. The shoes were in the closet in the upstairs 
bedroom. The police asked the West Virginia State 
Police Crime Laboratory to attempt to match the two 
laces found at the death scene with the two shoes from 
Mr. Casolaro *s house. The crime laboratory was unable 
to make a definite match, although a visual comparison 
cf the laces and the shoes seemed to indicate that the 
eyelet mar.ks on the laces matched the eyelets on the 
shoes. (We had the FBI laboratory conduct a variety of 
tests on the laces and the shoes t,o attempt to /natch 
them, but the results were inconclusive.) 


NW: 15457 Docjd: 7O0S8§3ij>Sge^, 3 . 55 , 1 , 
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of an Arab named Hassan Ali Ibrahim Ali. This may have 
been the same photograph that Mr. Casoiaro had shown to 
Ben Ha.son in his basement: office on Wednesday^ 

August 7. (See discussion below.) There is no evidence 
that lir. Casoiaro ever met Ibrahim, or that Ibrahim — 
whoever he is — had anything to do with Casoiaro 's 
death. 

The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
determined that the blood stains found in the bathroom 
in Room 517 matched Mr. Casoiaro 's blood. 

The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
^^t^tHiined that the handwr icing on the suicide note, 
matched casoiaro 's known handwriting. The ink used to 
write the note matched the ink in the pen found next to 
the suicide note, Mr. Casoiaro ’s right thumbprint was 
found Oil the legal pad containing the suicide note. 

The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
deter.mined that Casoiaro 's fingerprints matched those 
lifted from the bathroom sink. The fingerprint found 
^he unused ashtray in the hotel bedroom could not be 
identified. 


• The West Virginia state Police Crime Laboratory 

determined that the wine found in the open "Caves 

bottle on the bathroom floor 'was untainted, as 
were the wine traces on the broker, drinking glass on 
^ bathroom floor. 

irJT- i*dn j.tjgerrr, December 1991, the Martinsburg oolice and 


the Berkeley Cou.nt> 


’u.nty D :1 D oc %tt<; 


>rney asked Dr, Henry C. Lee, the 


Chief Criminalist at the Connecticut State Crime Laboratory and a 
nationally recognired blood so.atter expert, to conduct a blood 
spatter analysis of the bathroom where the body had been found. 
The Martinsburg police provided Dr. Lee with the death scene 
photographs, as well as a videotaped reenactment of the death the 
police had prepared 'with Dr. frost's assistance on December 12, 
1991 in the exact room where Kr . Casoiaro had died. After 


reviewing Dr. Frost's autop^T. reporr 
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photographs taken of Casolaro’s body and the bathroow on 
/lugust 10, 1991. Dr. Lee issued his report on January 24, 1992. 

Based on the pattern of the blood found in the bathroom. Dr. 
Lee theorized that Mr. Casolaro filled the tub with an amount of 
water; poured himself a drink of wine, and sat the glass on the 
side of the bathtub; sat down on the side of the bathtub; cut his 
wrists with the razor blade; and then sat inside the tub. Mr. 
Casolaro then pronataly got into the bathtub and placed one of the 
white hefty bags over his head as added insurance that he would 
die. (According to^^Ann Klenk, Mrv Casolaro had discussed w'ith 
her several months before his death how the author Jerzy Koz inski 
had committed suicide in a bathtub by tying a plastic bag over 
his head.) 

Dr. Lee theorized that Mr. Casolaro next submerged his 
wrists into the v;ater and bled into the water for a few moments. 
According to Dr. Lee, he probably became extremely uncomf oz-table 
with the bag over his head and pulled it off, flinging bloody 
water across the floor and to the sink opposite the bathtub. 'Mr. 
Casolaro then attempted to stand up in the tub, bracing himself 
against the tile wall. By that time, however, he had lost too 
much blood. According to Dr. Lee, he probably become woozy and 
slumped back into the tub, causing bloody water to slosh over the 
side of the tub and onto the bathroom floor. As he fell back 
down into the tub, Casolaro 's arm knocked the drinking glass onto 
the floor, where it broke. F.is right arm hung outside, the tub as 
NW: 1545? ioe ot the tub. 
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the side of the tub. 

Dr. Lee concluded that the blood spatter analysis he had 
conducted established that Mr. Casolaro's death was “not 
inconsistent with a suicide,*' 

The police also reviewed Mr. Casolaro's financial condition. 
They were unable to find any evidence that he had earned any 
income during the months before he died. When the Martinsburg 
police searched his house, they found his checkbook and checking 
account statements. The documents indicated that Mr. Casolaro 
had recently received loans from his sister and other family 
members . 

The police also found a copy of the promissory note for Mr. 
casolaro's house. The note indicated that a balloon payment of 
$178,790 was due August 9, 1991. The police checked with the 
mortgage company and learned that Mr. Casolaro had received a 30- 
day extension, to September 8, 1991, on the payment. The police 
also found Mr. Casolaro's July 1991 phone bill, in the amount of 
$922,00. 

The Martinsburg police officially concluded their 
investigation on January 25, 1992, after expending over 1,000 
aggregate hours on the case. We believe that the criticisms 
directed at that investigation are not warranted. In our 
opinion, the Martinsburg City Police Department conducted a 
thorough, professional investigation. Although Ms. Brining 
should not have authorized the embalming of Casolaro’s body 
NW: the Fairfax county polic^^and although 
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the Martinsburg police should have sealed the hotel room, those 
mistakes had no adverse impact on the investigation. We also 
believe that Dr, Frost, Dr. Cash, and Dr. Schochet performed an 
excellent autopsy, toxicology, and neuropathology study. 


E. 


Our Investigation 


1 . *’ The O ctopus '* 

During our investigation into Mr. Casolaro’s death, it 

became clear that many of the sources for Mr. Casolaro*s theories 

about the government's involvement with INSLAW were the same as 

those identified by the Hamiltons, though Mr. Casolaro's theory 

of "the Octopus" involved an even more far-flung conspiracy than 

that advanced by INSLAW. In a November 1990 book proposal he 

provided to Herb Karlitz, a New York literary agent, he described 

the conspirators as .follows; 

An international cabal whose freelance services cover 
parochial political intrigue, espionage, sophisticated 
weapon technologies that include biotoxins, drug 
trafficking, money laundering and inurder-for-hire has 
emerged from an isolated desert Indian reservation just 
north of Mexicali. ... I propose a series of articles 
and a book, a true crime narrative, that unravels this 
web of thugs and thieves who roam the earth with their 
weapons and their murders, trading dope and dirty money 
for the secrets of the temple. 

At various times, the Octopus theory linked the INSI^AVJ 
matter, the alleged connection of the cabazon Indian reservation 
with international arms dealing, the assassination of "super gun" 
inventor C'eralo Bull, the suicide bombing of the U.S. Karine 


barracks in Lebancn, t.he BCCI scandal, 

NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 70 

the Iraqi arms procurement network, th' 


the Iran Contra affair, 
cciJ.apse of the savings 
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and loan industry and other matters. 

Mr. Casolaro apparently first learned about INSLAW's dispute 
with the Justice Department in mid-1990 when Terry Miller, a 
friend, told him about the dispute and encouraged him to talk to 
the Hamiltons. By everyone's account, Mr. Casolaro became 
obsessed with the INSLAW story and the w’eb of conspiracy 
allegations associated with it over the next few months. Mr. 
Casolaro soon began to develop his Octopus theory whereby the 
INSLAW affair was merely one arm of an octopus that had been 
engaged in international intrigue since the early 1950s. 

During the period from mid-l990 to his death, Mr. casolaro 
took hundreds of pages of notes during his telephone calls with 
the Hamiltons and others. Mr. Casolaro 's close friend Ann Klenk 
found his notes in the basement office of his house the day his 
death was disclosed. Ms. Klenk provided the notes to Tara 
Sonenshine, a producer for ABC's Night line program. Ms. 
Sonenshine examined the notes and told Ms. Klenk that they did 
not appear to contain any clues about Mr. Casolaro 's death. 
Several other journalists looked at the notes and arrived at the 
same conclusion. Ms. Klenk sent the notes to the Investigative 
Reporters' and Editors' Association (IRE) at the University of 
Missouri, where they were catalogued and archived. We obtained a 
complete set of the notes from IRE, We also ontained copies of 
certain pages that Ms. Klenk had kept. 

We have carefully exarained the notes, consisting of severa 
NW: 15453vD{3(hldl ^fctes are filled with names, places, phone 
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nuinbsrs / dX2Qxaitis , and rafeirsncfis to various international 
intrigues, including arms dealing, drug trafficking, chemical 
warfare, money laundering, terrorism and political 
assassinations. Some of the notes appear to have been taken 

If. 

during telephone conversations with various people, while other 
notes appear to reflect information obtained from newspaper 
3tticles and ir.acazines. F i nn 1 1 y , /^^ose notes indicate that Mr. 
Casolaro spent a considerable amount of time receiving and 
soliciting information from many of the same sources relied on by 
INSLAW: Michael Riconosciuto, Charles Hayes, Robert Booth 

Nich; Is, and others. 

B . AUQfUSt 5-10. 1991 

We spent a significant amount of time trying to reconstruct 
the last week of Mr. Casolaro 's life in the hope that such a 
reco’ • ■ Action might lead to some answers about his death. The 
following reconstruction is based on numerous intervxews, 



On Monday, August 5, Mr. Casolaro saw his brother Tony 
during the day. Dr. Casolaro told us that he told his brother 
that he looked tired. Later that day, Ann Klenk saw Mr, 
Casolaro 's car parked outside a bar at a local shopping center. 
NW. she w-e.nt inside and saw Mr. Casolaro, 



05/01/94 18:37 


0202 314 1724 


DOJ-OAAG 


0030 


head slumped down, sitting at the bar. She said that Mr. 

Casolaro "looked terrible." He told her in a tone that Ms. Klenk 
described as disgust: "I just broke INSLAW. Bill Hamilton '.s 

going to be real excited." Mr. Casolaro then told Ms. Klenk, 

"You can have the story, and if you don’t want it, you can give 
it. to Jack Anderson." (Ms. Klenk had once worked as a reporter 
for syndicated columnist Jack Anderson) . Finally, Jtr. Casolaro 
told Ms. Klenk he had "just gotten back" from West Virginia and 
that he was going back again. 


Ms. Klenli said she was worried about her friend. She 
c>t«Ked a pizza for him, begged him to eat something and left. 
■W p^uesday . August 6. 1991 

( Tuesday, August 6, Mr. Casolaro again spoke to Ms. Klenk, 

31'^^K-scussed the "Octopus" book proposal he had sent to his 
ag^^^^wo weeks earlier. I'lr. Casolaro also had two phone calls 
tl^^Hpay with John Elvin, a journalist friend In Annapolis. 
Ac^^^|ng to Mx'. Elvin, Mr. Casolaro asked him during those two 
ceH^^jto review the "stuff" he had sent him. Mr, Casolaro 
insHH^ned that he was going to West Virginia and said he would 
Elvin when he returned. 

■Hmsolaro also called his friend Jim Pittaway that day and 

that he was going to West Virginia to meet somteone, but 
th did nor. know that person's identity. 

■^i(ring the day, he spent some time packing a suitcase. 

Ac ®rdtng to Olga Mokros, Mr. Casolaro's neighbor and 


NW: R^^c^ro told her while she was helping him pack 
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would not be seeing his son again. Ms. Mokros also told 
t he took her into his basement office and showed her where 
his will, 

evening, Mr. Casolaro had dinner at the home of Larry 
1, a former IBM attorney he had known for several years. Mr. 

: told us that Mr. Casolaro did not seem depressed to him. 
itich recalls his friend telling him that evening rhat he was 
■jto meet with *• somebody" regarding his book project. 




gifter returning home, Casolaro called Robert Booth Nichols 
■home in Los Angeles, speaking to him from 1:40 a.ra. until 
.m. EST . Mr. Booth Nichols told us that he remembers Mr. 
ro mentioning that he was planning a trip to the Cabazon 
Reservation in Southern California where he would "wrap 
research. According to Mr. Booth Nichols, I4r. Casolaro 
,©4 confident and not depressed. 
dnesdav ■ August 7. 1991 
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Wednesday, August 7, Ben Mason, a close friend, came over 
P;Casolaro‘s house to visit, m-. Mason told us that Mr. 

ISf : 

1^' 

iro was in an "exuberant" mood that day. Mr. Casolaro 
Mason some papers in his basement office and told him that. 
>ers v:ere in a specific order. Mr. Mason recalls seeing a 
ipy of a passport photo of a young man named "Ibrahim." 
mile Mr. Mason was still there, Mr. Casolaro received a 
J::om Anne Weinfield and her husband. They v;ere leaving 
Walihlngton to spend a few days at their beach house, and they 
NW: 15447*»9j|r?9p986?2&i8*-74 Caso.laro to say goodbye whenever they left 
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I I Both Ms. Weinfield and her husbanp spoke with Mr. 

ihey both recall that during '^e conversation Ms. 
field told her husband that something \as "definitely wrong" 
pheir friend. Ms. Weinfield told us tt^t Mb. Casolaro 
led incoherently and seemed to have lost \ouch with reality. 

also spoke with his cousin/ D^. Louis Petri llo, 
jwi^orK psychologist/ that day. in a letter J j ^itten ~-ten days 
g, Dr. Petri llo tbote that Mr. Casolaro sounded 
&iiastic" on the phone, saying that he was "looking forward 


^iing with a ‘source.’" Dr, Petrillo noted in that letter 
spoken frequently with his cousin during the months 
death, and that, in his judgment, he had not 
jgited "any symptoms or character traits . . . that could, in 
gV be associated with a potential for suicide."^" 

Kj, hat evening Mr. Casolaro and Ben Mason went out. Mr. 

met a woman while they were at a hotel bar. At 2:00 
Bp^fter taking ^3r , Mason home, he returned to the hotel and 
the woman he had just met from the lobby phone to see if 
^^t.ld invite him to her room. She said no, and he returned 


fu rsdav . Aucrust S, 199: 
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; We tr.poke with Dr. Petrillo more recent! 
^Ugust 7, 1991 telephone call. With the bene 
^trillo now believes that Mr. Casolaro could 
^'fced suicide. He stated that he was prepare 
LUaions ex^Dressea in his August 17, 1991 lett 
w knew about the physicai ev'idence and oth.er 
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According to Mr. Mason^ Mr, Casolaro called him at 6:00 a. in. 

an£|told him of his failed attempt to rejoin the woman at the 

. 

Casolaro laughed off the incident and told his friend 
going to West Virginia "to see the guys.” 

'At about 16: CO a.m.^ Mr. Casolaro V7ent to the office of his 
agent, J.J. Kelly, Jr. Mr. Casolaro paid the premium 

homeowner's insurance to the Nationwide Mutual Fire 

l&l 

ii ® Company. While he v;as at his agent's office, he called 
e Stallings, his friend and real estate agent. Ms, 
gs told us that Mr. Casolaro mentioned that he 'wanted her 
-nge a meeting for the following week with an acquaintance 
; whose mother— in~law was knowledgeable about the 
ines. As he W'as leaving Mr. Kelly's office, Mr. Casolaro 
rs. Kelly for direction^o Interstate 66 - 'West, a common 
||rom Northern Virginia to West Virginia. 
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Mr. Casolaro then drove to Martinsburg, West 
a, and checked into the Sheraton Inn. The desk clerk, 

>pez, recalled that Casolaro checked in between 1:00 and 
He had a reservation and ga%'e Mr. Lopez a credit card, 
bz gave Mr. Casolaro one key to Room 517. According to 
lez , Mr. Casolaro told him that he was not going to open 

'Cm right a'«ay because he was late for an appointment at the 

f; ■ 

Crab Inn, a restaurant and bar not far from the Sheraton, 
ez said he thought Mr. Casolaro had an old, "beat up" 


bri^^,^ case with him, but he was not sure. 

NW: 15457 Doc?9?76§^S4Bif^g€dM-inc at the. Stone c rab Inn that day, Tom 
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Hacl^pl^report^d that Mr. Casolaro arrived at about 12:30 p.iu/^ 
Mr- who had previously worked at the Sheraton Inn, 

rec09ISt^ed Mr. casolaro from a prior visit he had apparently made 


to 


:i?nsburg about a year earlier, Mr. Casolaro told him that 


1 ' 


the 


he going to be meeting with "some Arabs" at about i:00 p-m. 

Acc^Mng to the bartender, no one arrived. At about 1:20 p.m. 

Mr. Casolaro asHed I4r. Haches for four quarters. He went outside 
and returned a few minutes later. There are both cigarette 
machines and a public phone outside the Stone Crab Inn. 

Mr. Casolaro had a bottle of wine and a draft beer that 
aftej^on at the Stone Crab Inn. He spoke with another man at 
[about a vineyard the man owned. Mr. casolaro charged 
[ollars worth of drinks on his Mastercard while at the 
Inn that afternoon. 

t the Stone Crab Inn at about 3:30 p.m., telling the 
bartender he wanted to go bac.k to his hotel to check for messages 
and that he might be back later for the happy hour. However, Mr. 
Casolaro apparently went directly to a Pizza Hut restaurant 
located near the Sheraton. The waitress working there, a college 
student named Laura Miller, positively identified him as having 
arrived at about 3: 30 p.m. Ms. Miller said that he. ordered a 
pitcher of .beer and a small pizza. He drank the entire pitcher 
of beer but ate only one or two pieces of the pizza and left the 
Pizza Hut at about 4:00 p.m. 



auah T^-*‘ " inconsistent w.-i th Mr. Lopez's recollection 
^PS^CilrcT^S^scited into the hotel between 1:00 and 2:00, and 
went to the Stone Crab Inn, v;e find the discrepancy insignificant. 
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Haches, reported that Hr. Casolaro arrived at about 12:30 
Mr, Haches, who had previously worked at the Sheraton Inn, 
recognized Mr. Casolaro from a prior visit he had apparently made 
to Martinsburg about a year earlier. Mr. Casolaro told him that 
he was going to be meeting with ''some Arabs" at about 1:00 p.m. 
According to the bartender, no one arrived. At about 1:20 p.m, 

Mr. Casolaro asked Mr. Haches for four quarters. He went outside 
and returned a few minutes later. There are both cigarette 
machines and a public phone outside the Stone Crab Inn. 

Mr. Casolaro had a bottle of wine and a draft beer that 
afternoon at the Stone Crab Inn. He spoke with another man at 
the bar about a vineyard the man owned. Mr. casolaro charged 
twenty dollars worth of drinks on his Mastercard while at the 
Stone Crab Inn that afternoon. 

He left the Stone Crab Inn at about 3:30 p.m., telling the 
bartender he wanted to go back to his hotel to check for messages 
and that he might be back later for the happy hour. However, Mr. 
Casolaro apparently went directly to a Pizza Hut restaurant 
located near the Sheraton. The waitress work.ing there, a college 
student named Laura Miller, positively identified him as having 
arrived at about 3:30 p.m. Ms, Miller said that he ordered a 
pitcher of beer and a small pizza. He drank the entire pitcher 
of beer but ate only one or two pieces of the pizza and left the 
Pizza Hut at about 4: CO p,m. 


Alihoi^h this :• s inconsistent wit.h Mr. l.opez's recollection 
NW: ga§t:^^id into the hotel between i: 00 and 2:00, and 

went to the Stone Crcab Inn, we find the discrepancy insignificant. 
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Mr. Casolaro was next seen at Heatherfieid’s lounge, located 
inside the Sheraton Inn. At this point there is a significant 
discrepancy in the recollections of two witnesses. The 
bartender, a woiuan named Lynn Hitrick, who had served Mr. 


^ // 

Casolaro on prior visit^ to Martinsburg, 


recalled that he 


walked into the bar between 5:30 and 6:00 p.m. Ms. Hitrick 
recalled that Mr. casolax'O drank beer by himself until about 
6:30, when another hotel guest, Michael Looney, a 3M employee 
from St. Paul, Minnesota, who was staying in Room .5is, sat down 
at the bar and began talking to him. Ms. Hitrick remembered that 
Mr. Casolaro started drinking bottled beer, but later switched to 
draft beer. Mr. Casolaro spoke with Mr, Looney until about 11:30 
p.m., when the bar closed, Ms. Hitrick does not recall seeing 
Mr. Casolaro talking with anyone else that night. 

However, the waitress, Kim Waters, told a different story. 
The police originally met her by chance, when they went to the 
home of one of the Sheraton desk clerks to interview him three. 


days after Mr. Casolaro 's death. She happened to be at the desk 
clerk’s home. When the police showed her Mr. Casolaro 's 
photograph, she said she remembered seeing him in the bar but 
could not remember anythi.ng else. Later that day she contacted 
the police, saying she had now remembered that Mr. Casolaro had 
arrived at the bar at about 5:10 p.m., and that he sat at a table 
with another man whom she described as ’'dark skinned, like maybe 
irania:: or Arabian.” Ms. War.er.s recalled thar both men v’ere 

or Arabian- non war 
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drinking very fast and was very insistent that he be served 
quickly. She claimed to have served four beers each to Hr. 
Casolaro and the other man. She also said the other man paid for 
all the beers in cash. Three days later y Ms. Waters helped the 
police prepare a composite drawing of the ‘‘Iranian or Arabian'* 
person. On September 16, 1991, the police interviewed Ms. Waters 
again. She still stood by her story, but, according to the 
police recollection seemed hazy and uncertain. No 

one has been able to determine who the "Iranian or Arabian" 
person was, if indeed there was such a person, 

Ms. Waters' recollection conflicts with Ms. Hitrick’s 
recollection in several important respects. The most important 
conflicts are with Ms. Hitrick's recollections that (1) casolaro 
came into the bar alone; (2) he sat at the bar, not at a table; 

(3) he started drinking bottled beer, not draft beer; and (4) he 
spoke with only one person, Mr. Looney, the entire evening. 

Ms. Hitrick's recollection is corroborated by Mr. Casolaro *s 
bar tab, which shows that, beginning at 6; 00 p.m. , casolaro 
purchased one bottled beer, then another bottled beer, and then 
switched to draft beer. Altogether, Casolaro purchased seven 
beers that evening. Ms. Hitrick’s recollection is also 
corroborated by Mr. Looney's memory of the evening. Mr. Looney 
recalled meeting Mr. Casolaro for the first time near the ice 
machine down the hail fx'om their fifth flooi' rooms sometime 
between 5:GC and 6:00 p.m. A short while later, he went down to 

drinking alone and jclTied him, 
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According to Mr. Looney, they spent the rest of the evening 
talking. Mr. Casolaro told him all about the Octopus project and 
said he was waiting to meet "some Arabs." Mr. Looney recalled 
that Mr. Casolaro acted agitated when the "Arabs" failed to show. 

Given the fact that both Hr, Looney and the credit card 
records are consistent with Ms. Hitrick’s recollection, we are 
led to believe her recollection is likely to be the more 
accurate, in any event, the Kartinstaurg police were unable to 
locate any individual matching the description provided to them 



by Ms. waters, and there is no evidence linking such an 
individual with Mr. Casol arc’s death. 

Friday, Augus t . 9^__l 9 9_I 

The next day, Friday, August 9, 1991, Mr. Casolaro vrer “ to 
the front desk at the Sheraton at about 12:00 p.in. and told the 
desk clerk, Mr. Lopez, that he would be staying one more night. 
At about 1:30 p.m., a hotel maid, Barbara Bettinger, spoke with 
Mr. Casolaro outside his door. He asked whether the maids could 
clean his room right then because he had work to do. Another 
maid, Roxanne Willis, went inside the room and cleaned while he 
waited outside. Ms. Willis noticed a bottle of wine on the lamp 
table. 








Mr. Casolaro was next seen at the Stone Crab Inn at about 
2:30 p.m. He drank beer until about 5:30 p.m. According to the 
bartender, Pamela Henry, he seemed depressed and lonely and acted 
as if he wanted to talk to someone. He bought five beers, one 

shrimp cocktail a.nd one crabcake sandwich v.^ith his credit card. 

NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 81 
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The oartender who worked the 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a, in. shift at the 
Stone Crab Inn, Raelene Cook, did not see anyone matching 
Casolaro's description in the bar during her shift that night. 

leaving the Stone Crab Inn, Mr. Casolaro placed a 
collect call to his mother's house in Fairfax County at about 
6:00 .p.m. His family had planned a birthday party for his niece 
that evening. He spoke with his mother and told her he would be 
late tot the party, if he made it at all. 

At 7:00 p.ni., a group of people from Pennsylvania, who had 
traveled to Martinsburg for a soccer tournament that weekend, 
checked into rooms 514, 515, 516 and 520. Mr, Casolaro was 
staying in room 517. At about 9:00 p.in., Mary Lehnert, one of 
the occupants of room 515, saw someone matching Mr. Casolaro's 
general description enter room 517 vrith a key. She did not see 
the person's face, as his back was to her. However, she recalled 
that he was carrying a brown paper bag. 

Shortly after midnight, Mr. Casolaro walked to the Sheetz 
convenience store across the parking lot from the Sheraton. He 
asked for coffee, and the clerk, Cindy Noll, brewed a fresh pot 
for him. Ms. Noll gave Mr. Casolaro a medium coffee and did not 
charge him because he had to 'wait for the pot to brew. Both Ms. 
Noll ana another witness in the store at that time, Diane Small, 
recalled that Mr. Casolaro seemed relaxed, and that he made small 
talk with them both. When he left they saw him walk back tow’ard 
the Sheraton . 

NW: 15457 83; Mr . Casolaro's movemerits on Friday, 

- 1^2 -- 



Aogast, 9 is not coiriplete. We have not been able to pinpoint his 
whereabouts between noon and 1:30 p.n. or between 6:00 and 9; 00 
p.w. The most iikely explanation is that he was in his hotel 
rcom during those times. 

Saturday, A ugust lo, 1991 

As described above, Mr. Casolaro’s body was found at 
approximately 1:00 p.m. Dr. Frost estimated the time of death as 




After learning of Mr. Casolaro's death, William Turner, one 
of Mr. Casolaro's sources for the Octopus theory', claimed to have 
met with him in the Sheraton parking lot on August 9. Mr. Turner 
has been unclear as to the time of the meeting, placing it anywhere 
between noon and 6:00 p.m. Although Mr. Turner has consistently 
asserted that Mr. Casolaro provided him document s at that meeting, 
he has changed his story with regard to the nature and amount of / 
these documents. Shortly after Mr. Casolaro's death, he told loc^ 
authorities that Mr. Casolaro had given him a "stack of documents 
eighteen inches high." However, he told us that Mr. Casolaro had 
given him three sealed manila envelops containing documents before 
the August 9 meeting, and that he returned two of those envelopes 
to Mr. Casolaro during that meeting. He said he kept the third 
packet in his safe, in any event, no one witnessed the meeting in 
the hotel's parking lot. 

We find Mr. Turner's statements lacking credibility. First, 
as indicated above had 'Contradicted himself on /several 
occasions. Second, he has made inaccurate statemer^s about his 
background. Third, he has been convicted of a crime involving 
false statements. On .September 13, 1991, he pleated guilty in 
federal court to one felony count of making a false statement in 
1988 to the Veteran's Administration. He was sentenced to 60 days 
in prison and five years probation. Then, on December 30, 1993, 
after Mr. Turner bad moved to Tennessee, ^he Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms searched his home pursuant to a warrant. They 
found 23 firearms inside, including several with no serial numbers. 
He is currently facing probation revocatiejn proceedings in 
Knoxville. 


Finally, local police in Winchester ,/ Virginia searched Mr. 
Turner's house on September 26, 1991, when he was a suspect in a 
bank robbery. The search took place si » weeks aftei- Mr. Casolaro's 
death. The only items found in his safe were a passport and some . 
gold coins. There were no documents rgdated to Mr. Casolaro found 
aninvhere on the pi'emisas. 
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drinking very fast and was very insistent that he be served 
quickly. She clairoed to have served four beers each to Mr. 
Casolaro and the other man. She also said the other man paid for 
all the beers in cash. Three days later, Ms. v/aters helped the 
police prepare a composite drawing of the "Iranian or Arabian" 
person. On September 16, 1991, the police interviewed Ms. Waters 
again. She still stood by her story, but, according to the 
police report, her recollection seemed hazy ana uncertain. No 
one has been able to determine who the "Iranian or Arabian" 
person was, if indeed there was such a person. 

Ms. Water's' recollection conflicts with Ms. Hitrick's 
recollection in several important respects. The most important 
conflicts are with Ms. Hitrick's recollections that (1) Casolaro 
came into the bar alone; (2) he sat at the bar, not at a table; 

(3) he started drinking bottled beer, not draft beer; and (4) he 
spoke with only one person, Mr. Looney, the entire evening - 

Ms. Hitrick's recollection is corroborated by Mr. Casolaro 's 
bar tab, which shows that, beginning at 6;00 p.m. , casolaro 
purchased one bottled beer, then another bottled beer, and then 
switched to draft beer. Altogether, Casolaro purchased seven 
beers that evening. Ms. Hitrick's recollection is also 
corroborated by Mr. Looney's memory of the evening. Mr. Looney 
recalled meeting Mr. casolaro for the first ti'me near the ice 
machine down the hall from their fifth floor rooms sometime 
between 5;00 and 6:00 p.m. A short while later, he went down to, 
the hotel bar, saw Casolaro drinking alone and joined him. 

NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 84 
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According to Mr. Looney, they spent the rest of the evening 
talking. Mr. casolaro told him all about the Octopus project and 
said he was waiting to meet ’’some Arabs.” Mr. Looney recalled 
that Mr. Casolaro acted agitated when the "Arabs" failed to show. 

Given the fact that both Mr- Looney and the credit card 
records are consistent with Ms. HitricK’s recollection, we are 
led to believe her recollection is likely to be the more 
accurate. In any event, the Martinsburg police were unable to 
locate any individual matching the description provided to them 
by MS. Waters, and there is no evidence linking such an 
individual with Mr. Casolaro ‘s death. 

Friday. Aucmst 9. 1991 

The next day, Friday, August S, 1991, Mr. Casolaro went to 
the front desk at the Sheraton at about 12:00 p.m. and told the 
desk clerk, Mr. Lopez, that he would be staying one more night. 

At about 1:30 p.m., a hotel maid, Barbara fierxinger, spoke with 
Kr. casolaro outside his door. He asked whether the maids could 
clean his room right then because he had work to do. Auiother 
maid, Roxanne Willis, went inside the room and cleaned while he 
waited outside. Ms, Willis noticed a bottle of wine on the lamp 
table. 

Mr. Casolaro was next seen at the stone Crab Inn at about 
2:30 p.m. He drank beer until about 5:30 p.m. According to the 
bartender, Pamela Henry, he seemed depressed and lonely and acted 
as if he wanted to talk to someone. He bought five beers, one 
shrimp cocktail and one crahcake sandwich with his credit card. 
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The bartender who worked the 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.ro. shift at the 
Stone Crab Inn, Raelene Cook, did not see anyone matching 
Casolaro's description in the bar during her shift that night. 

After leaving the Stone Crab Inn, lir, Casolaro placed a 
collect call to his mother’s house in Fairfax County at about 
6:00 p.m. His family had planned a birthday party for his niece 
that evening. He spoke with his mother and told her he would be 
late for the party, if he made it at all. 

At 7:00 p.m., a group of people from Pennsylvania, who had 
traveled to Martinsburg for a soccer tournament that weekend, 
checked into rooms 514, 515, 516 and 520- Mr. Casolaro was 
staying in room 517. At about 9:00 p.m,, Mary hehnert, one of 
the occupants of room 515, saw someone matching Mr. Casolaro's 
general description enter room 517 with a key. she did not see 
the person's face, as his back was to her. However, she recalled 
that he was carrying a brown paper bag. 

Shortly after midnight, Mr. Casolaro walked to the Sheets 
convenience store across the parking lot from the Sheraton. He 
asked for coffee, and the clerk, Cindy Noll, brewed a fresh pot 
for him. Ms. Noll gave Mr. Casolaro a medi\im coffee and did not 
charge him because he had to wait for the pot to brew. Both Ms. 
Noll and another witness in the store at that time, Diane Small, 
recalled that Mr. Casolaro seemed relaxed, and that he made small 
talk with them both. When he left they saw him walk back toward 
the Sheraton. 

The above account of Mr. Ceisolai-o's rccvetrients on fridav, 
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August 9 is not complete. We have not been able to pinpoint his 
whereabouts between noon and 1:30 p.m. or between 6;00 and 9:00 


p.m. The most likely explanation is that he was in his hotel 
room during those times. 

Saturday. August 10, 1991 

As described above, Mr. Casolaro's body was found at 
approximately ,;00 p.m. 


After iear.ning of 
of Mr. Casolaro's sources for the Octopus theory, claimed to have 
met with him in the Sheraton parking lot on August 9. Mr. Turner 
has been unclear as to the time of the meeting, placing it anywhere 
between noon and 6:00 p.m. Although Mr. Turner has consistently- 
asserted that Mr. Casolaro provided him documents at that meeting, 
he has changed his story with regard to the nature and airiount of 
those documents, shortly after Mr. Casolaro's death, he told local 
authorities that Mr. Casolaro had given him a "stack of documents 
eighteen inches high." However, he told us that Mr. Casolaro had 
given him three sealed manila envelops containing documents before 
the August 9 meeting, and that he returned two of those envelopes 
to Mr. Casolaro during that meeting. He said he kept the third 
packet in his safe. In any event, no one witnessed the meeting in 
the hotel's parking lot. 

We find Mr. Turner’s statements lacking credibility. First, 
as indicated above, has had contradicted himself cn several 
occasions, second, he has made inaccurate statements about his 
background. Third, he has been convicted of a crime involving 
false statements. On September 13, 1991, he pleated guilty in 
federal court to one felony count of making a false stateraent in 
1988 to the Veteran's Administration. He was sentenced to 60 days 
in prison and five years probation. Then, on December 30, 1993, 
after Mr. Turner had moved to Tennessee, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms searched his home pursuant to a warrant. The-y 
found 23 firearms inside, including several with no serial numbers. 
He is currently' facing probation revocation proceedings in 
Knoxville. 



15 


Finally, local police in Winchester, Virginia searched M.r. 
Turner's house on September 26, 1991, when he was a suspect in a 

bank robbery. The search took place six weeks after Mr, Casolaro's 
death. The only items found in his safe were a passport and some 

• 4 ?</?T«were.,nc documents related to Hr. ••.'asolarc found 
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3 - Mr. Casolaro’s State of Mind in Aucrust_l gll 
The most difficult, aspect of any investigation involving the 
possibility of a suicide is the effort to determine why a 
particular individual might have taken hxs or her own j^ife. 
Nevertheless/ we felt it to be pax't of our task to at least 
address some of those issues. In our investigation, we found 
numerous factors that might have caused Kr- Casolaro concern 
and/or despair during the last year of his life. By idenrifying 
those factors, we do not pretend to conclude that they 
necessarily contributed to Mr. Casolaro's suicide. Rather, we 
identify them in order to provide a complete picture of the 
events leading up to his death. 

Financial Concerns. 

There is no question that, after spending over a year 
developing his Octopus theory, Mr. Casolaro found himsex* in ci 
difficult financial condition and was greatly concerned as a 
result. As discussed above, ftr. Casolaro's home mortgage called 
for a balloon pa^nnent of $17 8,790 on August 9, 1991. Although 
the mortgage company extended the payment period for 30 days. 




05<01'94 18:55 ©202 514 1724 


DOJ-OAAG 


® 008 


fefea--5^fSl3^w’”story , he had repeatedly and unsuccessfully atteiapted 
to secure a publisher Mr, Casolaro asked his 

cousin. New York City psychologist and part-time author Dr. Louis 
Petrillo, to help him find an agent. In September, 1990, Dr. 
Petrillo arranged for him to meet Herb Karlitz, a New York City 
agent. Mr. Karlitz agreed to represent Mr. Casolaro in 
attempting to negotiate a book deal. 

On November 2, 1990, Mr. Casolaro sent a letter to Mr. 
Karlitz, enclosing copies of various songs and poems ne had 
v/ritten. Casolaro mentioned in the letter that he was now 
working on his investigation "exclusively," but that he was also 
looking for a paying job while waiting for an advance, Mr. 
Casolaro enclosed a resume that significantly overstated his 
prior professional accomplishments. He also enclosed a i=ix— page 
treatment for the book he was hoping to publish, which he 
entitled, "Behold, A Pale Horse; A True Crime Narrative." 

In the treatment, Casolaro wrote abour the Cabazon Indian 
reservation in Southern California and its alleged connection to 
international arms dealing; the assassination of "super gun 
inventor Gerald Bull; and the suicide bombing of the u.S. Marine 
barracks in Lebanon. On the last page of the treatment, Casolaro 
proposed that ''ft.]he first three chapters of the manuscript 
should be finished within three months of an initial advance and 
each subsequent chapter will be delivered every month. The 
co.mpleted book should be ready for publication by the summer of 
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Mr. Karlitz began searching for a more experienced literary 
agent who could put together a combined book and television deal 
for his client. He also asked Mr. Casolaro to sign a one-year 
•'exclusive" representation agreement, under which Mr. Karlitz 
would receive a 20% gross commission, plus an additional 10% 
gross commission to any third parties, for any sales of "'Behold, 
A Pale Horse, ' including without limitation phonograph 
recordings, video, television, motion pictures, radio, music 
publishing, songwriting, live performances, books, merchandising, 
lecture(s), seminar (s) . ..." The agreement was signed on 

March 14, 1991. 

on December 10, 1990, Mr. Karlitz contacted Creative 
Artists* Agency (CAA) , a major Hollywood talent agency, to see 
whether they would be interested in meeting Mr. Casolaro. six 
days later, CAA agent Melanie Ray flew to New York and met with 
petrillo and Messrs. Casolaro and Karlitz for brunch. Mr. 
Casolaro had two drinks before Ms. Ray arrived and apparently did 
not make a good impression on her. During the meeting, Mr. 
Casolaro said the "Octopus" project was his "shot at a piece of 
investigative journalism to put me on the map," and that he 
wanted to do something “to make my son proud of me." Ms. Ray 
said that CAA was not interested, but she offered to help him 
find another literairy agent. 

Several days later Ms. Ray wrote to Mr. Karlitz, indicating 
that she had found another literary agent, Elizabeth Mackey, who 
NW: "Pale Horse" treatment. 
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Mr. Karlitz, Ms. Ray also referred to Casolaro’s behavior at the 
New York brunch in unflattering terms: "To eicpect 'cloak-and- 

dagger' and to get slapstick was quite scintillating." 

During the next six months, according to Ms, Ray's records, 
Mesrs. Casolaro and Karlitz contacted both Ms. Ray and Ms, Mackey 
dozens of tiroes to check the status of efforts to find a 



publisher and obtain an advance for Casolaro. 

On April 20, 1991, after returning from his trip to see Mr. 
Riconosciuto, Mr, Casclaro wrote a letter to Mr. Karlitz- He 
enclosed another treatment, this time entitled "Update on the 
pursuit of the Tape and the Jailing of Danger .Man." In this 
treatment. Hr. Casolaro described his trip to Washington state 
and how he had spent hours searching for a tape that Mr. 
Riconosciuto claimed contained threats by Mr. Videnieks directed 
at him. In his cover letter Mr. Casolaro wrote: 


/ "I must explain how much deeper in debt I am. Every month 

that goes by without income puts another $4,500 or so on my 
Ay) liability just keeping my family and self alive. On top of 

that, my mortgage which is now up to $ 300,000 is scheduled 
/j^ for final payment in September 1991," ^fjl^ 

I On May 31, 1991, Ms. Mackey called Ms - ?y and told her that 

had decided not to represent Mr. Casolaro. Ms. Ray notified 

\ Mr. Karlitz of Ms, Mackey's decision. Several days later, Ms. 

\ Mackey telephoned Ms. Ray to see whether Ms. Ray could ask Mr. 

' Karlitz to "keep Casolaro from calling her and pleading his case 

for representation now that she has turned him down." On June 6, 

1991, Ms. Mackey vrrote a letter to Mr Casolaro, informing him 

that her ag^ncv wouia not represent him. Mr. Casolaro contacted 
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Ms. Mackey again in July, and on July 31, 1991, Ms. Mackey sent 
another letter rejecting him yet again. 

In addition to the efforts to find a publisher through Ms. 
Ray and Ms. Mackey, Mr. Karl it z and Mr. Casolaro also contacted 
Time Warner, and its subsidiary. Little, Brown & Co. On December 
17, 1990, Mr, Karlitz, Dr. Petrillo and Mr. Casolaro met with 
Kelso Sutton of Time Warner and Roger Donald of Little, Brown. 

Mr. Donald looked at Casolaro’s materials, and said "no,” 

However, he suggested that Time Warner's magazine division might 
be interested, but that Mr. Casolaro would have to work with a 
Time Magazine staff writer to develop that story. Mr, casolaro 
refused. He said that he wanted to do the project as a bock, and 
he wanted to do it by himself. 

Mr. Casolaro called Mr. Donald again approximately three 
weeks before his death and asked him to review some "new 
material." Mr. Casolaro faxed the material to Mr. Donald, who 
reviewed it and was not impressed. Mr. Casolaro contacted Mr. 
Donald again several days before his death, and Mr. Donald again 
told him that Time Warner and Little, Brow-n were not interested 
in publishing Mr. Casolaro 's "Octopus" project, or in paying him 
an advance. 

On July 22, 1991, ILr. Casolaro faxed to Mr. Karlitz his 
final treatment. The three and one-half page treatment is 
entitled "The Octopus." Ke attached to the treatment a two page 
list of 51 individuals and groups comprising a "cast of 
Characters." The treatment surveys various scandals and other 
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international events of the late 20th century. 
Dear Herb: 


dm Low 



I have purposefully left out some names in the CAST OF 
CHARACTERS for two separate reasons. I will tell you 
those names and the reasons when we talk. 


This is my final week for these marathon hours over the 
last 12 months. Encountering this odyssey, meeting it 
with my whole life, is to grapple with something 
personal since I've risked everything. By Friday, I 
have to come up with about $5000 just to cover my 
mortgage payment and my real estate taxes and in 
September I'll be looking into the face of an oncoming 
train. Father, what will I do? 


Still, I feel the happiness that an eskimo must feel 
when he comes across fresh bear tracks when he's ahead 
of all the other sledges. It’s just the way it has 
happened . 

It appears that Mr. Casolaro never had any chance of finding 
a publisher for his work. Mr. Donald, for example, told the 
Martinsburg police, when they contacted him after Mr. casolaro 's 
death, that Mr. Casolaro 's work was "amateur," and that it 
reflected simply a rehash of material commonly available in 
newspaper and magazine articles. Ms. Ray and Ms. Mackey likewise 


VLnn 


were unimpressed with his work. 

Tony Casolaro told us that his brother would never have 
committed suicide over money. He explained that their family was 
very close, several members had done quite well t^riancially and 
his brother always knew that he could turn to his family 


HI 


financial resources. 

The Onset of Multiple Sclero sis 

As discussed above, the autopsy revealed that Ni 


Casouaro 


NW: 



multiple sclerosis 


at 




his 
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was diagnosed before his 
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direct evidence that the disease 
nd^^not believe that he ever 


indicated to anyone that he was suffering from MS^ our 

i nvep^ i g=*'**'' '•^ri last time he had been to a 

doctor was 18 months before his death when he needed emergency 
treatment after accidentally dropping a barbell on his head. 

However, there are some indications that the disease was 
beginning to affect his life regardless of whether he knew it was 
MS. For example, during June and July 1991, some of Mr- 
Casolarc's friends noticed that he seemed to be having certain 
physical problems. Ann Klenk noted that Mr. Casolaro experienced 
some sort of motor difficulty with his right hand and had trouble 
opening a window in her house, on another occasion Mr. Casolaro, 
who was in apparently good physical shape, had trouble finishing 
a friendly volleyball game. On another occasion, he was too 
exhausted to help his friend Bill Webster paint his house. 
Casolaro also complained on separate occasions to both Wendy 
Weaver and Ann Klenk about vision trouble. He began borrowing 
VJendy Weaver's eyeglasses for reading and reduced his night 
driving. Ms. Weaver observed that Mr. Casolaro also seemed to 
have weakness in his limbs, and that he could not perfor.m various 


simple -CiiSKS around the house. 

Also, several weeV's before his death, he confided to his 
friend Ann KlerJt tha;. ; "n.-. „ j trouble thinking." 

According to Ms Klerk, he said that "if 2 ever couldn't think 
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Finally, Mr. Casolaro approached Anne Weint'ield, a long-time 
friend and nurse, several months before he died and asked her 
about "research” he was doing about "slow acting viruses," 
including MS. Ms. Weinfield recalls that he specifically asked 
her about the s^noptoms and consequences of MS. 

■ • other Indications 

There were some other indications chat are, at the very 
least, consistent with a state of mind contemplating suicide. 

For example, several days before his death, Mr, Casolaro showed 
2oe Gabrielle Milroy a letter that he had written to his son in 
which he imparted what Ms. Milroy described as "heavy" fatherly 
advice. Ms. Milroy told us that she immediately asked lir. 

Casolaro if the letter was actually a suicide note. She said he 
changed the subject. 

Four days before his death, Mr. casolaro ’s neighbor, Olga 
Mokros, came to his house. She worked as a housekeeper for Mr. 
Casolaro.. Ms. Mokros helped Mr. casolaro pack a suitcase as he 
told her he was going on a trip. She asked if she should prepare 
the house for his son, who was expected on a visit from Colorado 
in two weeks. According to Ms. Mokros, Mr. Casolaro told her 
that he "would not see [his son]" anymore. He then took her into 
his basement office, and shov;ed her where, he kept his will. 

There were other indications of strange and perhaps suicidal 
behavior as well. For example, in approximately May 1991, Mr. 
Casolaro was housesitting for his friend Bill k'ebster. According 
NW: 154,^ PgcIdc:i'^?fi0,8dB2,Pag^85aro called her at 5:0O one morning, and 
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told her he had hurt himself. He said he had "spent the night on 

the roof” of the house and that he had fallen off and hurt hie 

leg. Several days later, however, Mr. Webster called Ms, Klenk, 

and told her he had found a broken ceramic object and some bloody 

0-T ■ ^ 

towels in his basement. During the autopsy, th e^e d i c a 1 ■ ■ e-..: airu n e r - 
found a healed scar on the inside of Mr. Casolaro's right leg 
near the femoral canal and vein. 

Ms. Klenk also told us that in approximately October 1S90, 

Mr. Casolaro had a mysterious auto accident in which his car went 
off the side of the highway. Mr. Casolaro told Ms. Klenk and 
Wendy Weaver that he thought he had been forced off the road, but 
he did not want to report the incident to the police or to seek 
medical treatment. We were unable to learn enough about this 
incident to determine w'hether it was a legitimate accident, a 
staged suicide attempt or a homicide attempt. 

Some of his friends noticed that he had become "obscsBed” 
and "all consumed" with the "Octopus" story by early 1991. Two 
of Mr. Casolax'o’s closest: friends, Wendy Weaver and Ann Klenk, 
both report that he was completely immersed in the story. They 
both told us that Kr. Casolaro slept and ate very little during 
the final months of his life. 

Jim Pittaway, who had known Casolaro for several years, told 
us that beginning in February 1991, Casolaro slipped into a 
"fantasy land" of conspiracy and intrigue, fed by the 
"pathological liars" who had been giving him information and that 
his obsession with the story worsened as the months progressed. 
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Other friends say that Casolaro was ''losing his grip" on reality. 

Mr. Casolaro frequently spoke with various friends and 
acquaintances about his w*ork, seeking their input about his 
theories and bouncing ideas off them. Ann Klenk says his voice 
seemed constantly hoarse. Dr- Petrillo and Ann Klenk both told 
us that Mr, Casolaro was absorbing huge amounts of information; 
so much so that he was having trouble organizing it in his mind. 
Mr. Casolaro told Ms. Klenk that he was becoming frustrated at 
his inability to organize his thoughts and reduce his ideas to 
^^^Iting. Wendy Weaver and Ann Klenk report that he was 
"disappointed" and "hurt" at his failure to secure a publisher or 
obtain an advance. Ann Klenk, herself a professional journalist, 
suggested to Casolaro that he try to break the project into 
smaller, more manageable bits, and to try publishing it 
piecemeal, perhaps as a series of newspaper or magazine articles 

rather than as a book. 

Not all of Casolaro' s friends considered him to have been 
depressed or emotio.nally upset however. Ben Mason and Wendy 
Weaver, for example, report that Casolaro appeared enthusiastic 
about the "Octopus" project and insist that he continued to be 
generally upbeat and happy. 

Psychological Autopsy 

Finally, at our request, the FBI’s National center for the 
Analysis of Violent Crime, located at the FBI Academy in 
Quantico, Virginia, conducted an equivocal death analysis, or 
NW: of Mr. casolaro. Three FBI behavioral 


153 - 



05 01 94 19:01 ©202 514 1724 DOJ-OAAG 


i!01 


scientists prepared a report examining Mr. Casolaro's life 
history and his behavior during the final weeks and months of his 
life. They also reviewed the autopsy report. They concluded 
that Mr. Casolaro had committed suicide and that he may have 
intentionally "scripted*' the end to his own life. 

The behavioral scientists noted that the "one common 
denominator in the life of Mr. Casolaro up until 1990 appeared to 
be feelings of high expectations of success, followed by 
disappointments." They found that while Mr. Casolaro "wore the 
facade of the eternal optimist , . .deep down inside he may have 
perceived himself as a failure as an author, an investigative 
reporter, a husband, a father and as a businessman." The 
behavioral scientists found his physical problems and possible 
concern about multiple sclerosis very significant, noting that 
"the thought of having a progressively debilitating disease may 
have been overwhelming.” 

Added to the other "stressors" in Mr. Casolaro's life, he 
may have believed that his situation was deteriorating and that 
"he was running out of time." The report noted that by "planting 
the seeds" in the minds of those close to him that he may have 
been killed, Mr. casolaro thought he might be alleviating the 
guilt feelings his family and friends would feel for not 
preventing his suicide. In addition, Mr. Casolaro might have 
hoped that by making his death look mysterious, he might gain in 
death the journalistic fame he had never enjoyed in life, by 
NW: 154S3Jl(iif^df56098622iPjage 9&cominq "a martyr for truth and justice," 
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•’dying for a story,'* becoming *'a martyr for truth and justice,” 
only to have been "silenced on the eve of his greatest triumph by 
the forces of evil." 

Most forensic scientists regard the psychological autopsy 
tool as a valuable aid in understanding the mental state leading 
to an individual's decision to commit suicide. However, the 
courtroom evidentiary value of psychological autopsies has 
recently been criticized in a law review article, ogloff and 
Otto, Psvcholocri ca l Autopsy; Clinical and Legal Perspectives , 3 7 
St. Louis U.L.J, 607 (1993) (attacking reliability of 
psychological autopsies) . For purposes of this report, we _ s4mply - 
regard the psychological autopsy as iiwstruu t iver 

4 . Allegat io ns Concerning Mr. Casolaro's Death 
There is no dii^edf^^e^idence that Mr, Casolaro's death was 





J 


anything other than a suicide. is Uiei e ~c tny/ --di^ect 

«=e4rcujng ^ntial Eviden ce placing any other ind ividual in Mr. 

~ hot e l room on either the evening of August 9 or the . 

/ 

^.orning of August lO, 1991 . Fh-rrh«arwn-rg7~~fch«s .appears to 

bp. Mhrt'iiv r.nr>, sistent with Buinide. Nevertheless, several 
indivicu: ;s have speculated that some sort of foul play was 
involved in Mr. Casolaro's death. In this section, we review 
those allegations^ anrd-^Wre—evidence-adiij2h-J.s-uriJied__a£_suE2orting^ 
“~the chaig^sl ' 

Et-hvl Alcohol Injection 

INSLAW recently asserted that perhaps someone entered Mr. 
Casolaro's room and injected him above the spine with "ethyl 
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West Virginia toxicologist, found no ethyl alcohol in Mr. 
Casolaro's blood. Moreover, Dr. Frost found no injection sites 
anywhere on his body, Pure ethyl alcohol would have been 
particularly irritating to the skin, but no such irritations were 
found during the autopsy. 

We asked Dr. Yale Caplan, a Baltimore toxicologist and 
former President of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, 
about the "ethyl alcohol absolut" theory. He agreed with Dr, 

Frost that it would have been impossible for casolaro to have 
received such an injection without Dr. Frost seeing evidence of 
it during the autopsy. Dr. caplan also noted that such an 
injection would have to have been precisely and expertly made, 
with Casolaro's cooperation, for it to have achieved a "nerve- 
deadening" effect. 

Involvement of Hr. Riconsciuto 

On September 30, 1991, Robert Booth Nichols, one of Mr. 
Casolaro's primary sources, told Detective Sergeant Swartwood of 
the Martinsburg Police Department that he thought Mr . Casolaro 
had been murdered and that Michael Reconosciuto was probably 
involved in some way. He did not and has not provided any basis 
for those allegations other than his claims that Mr. Casolaro was 
investigating some dangerous individuals - 

We are unaware of any evidence linking Mr. Riconosciuto to 
Mr. Casolaro's death. Further, Mr. Riconosciuto was in prison in 
Tacoma, Washington, awaiting trial on me thamphet amine charges, on 
NW: discovered. 
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Involvement of Robert Booth Nichols 

Robert Booth Nichols, a self-styled ''international 
businessman,” was one of Mr. Casolarc's primary sources. 

Telephone records from the last few months of Mr. Casolaro's life 
indicate that the two men spoke regularly and at length during 
that time period."^ 

According to several of Mr. Casolaro's friends, he spoke 
often of Mr. Booth Nichols and described him as a mysterious 
figure with connections to Japanese organized crime, the 
intelligence community and. international arms dealers. Mr. 

Casolaro told several friends that he had heard from other 
sources that Mr. Booth Nichols was dangerous, and that he had 
been involved in several murders. 

An article in the January 1993 issue of the spy Magazine 
suggests that Mr. Booth Nichols may have had Mr. Casolaro killed 
because he feared Mr. Casolaro was about to expose him as a 
someone who had years earlier offered to become an FBI informant 
against the mafia. We found no evidence that he had anything to 
do with Mr. Casolaro's death. Furthermore, he was in London on 
the day that Mr. Casolaro died.'“ 

Mr. Booth Nichols and Mr. Casolaro also met at least once 
during the early summer of 1991. The two men had dinner at a 
restaurant in Virginia. The following day, Mr. Casolaro introduced 
him to his friend Wendy Weaver. Contrary to some published 
reports, Ms. Weaver told us that Mr. Booth Nichols did not punch, 
grab or beat up anyone in a bar while she was with him and that he 
did not boast of connections with organized crime. 

Though Mr, Booth Nichols conveyed an image of intrigue to 
NW' 15^57 that at least same of that image was 

■ "^^agger^edN Tor ei^fep'le, in a lawsuit against the Los Angeles 
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Involvement of Peter Videnieks 

Mr. Riconosciuto and others have suggested that Peter 
Videnieks, the Department of Justice contracting officer on the 
PROMTS contract, was also somehow involved in Mr. casolaro’s 
death. Again, there is no evidence whatsoever of Mr, Videnieks *s 
involvement. The allegations appear to rest on the fact that Mr. 
Vidfenieks' wife works for Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia, 
the state in which Mr. Casolaro's death occurred, and that Mr, 
Videniek was a friend of Joseph Cueller. 

In addition, Charles Hayes, the Kentucky salvage dealer, 
told Martinsburg police that. Peter Videnieks and Dr. Earl Brian 
had gone to the Sheraton Inn in Martinsburg around the time of 
Mr. Casolaro’s death to play in a "high-stakes poker game, 
requiring $10,000 minimum to sit at the table.” The police found 
it difficult to believe that gaming of that magnitude could have 
been going on in Martinsburg without their knowledge. 
Nevertheless, they investigate d th is^lead but were unable to 
corroborate it. As discuss^ 
credibility. 

During an interview with us, Mr. Videnieks denied having any 



believe Mr, Hayes lacks 


Police Department, he testified that he had been a member of the 
United States intelligence community for many years. ( Booth 
Nichols V. City of Los Anaeles . No. NCC 31322B, Trial Transcript, 
Mar. 11, 1993, 32 et seq.) No evidence supports that claim. In 
fact, we were informed by the. CIA that Mr. Booth Nichols applied t 
the CIA for a job in 1972 but was not successful, Mr. Booth 
Nichols also testified that he had once "been instructed" to make 
a bid to purchase the assets of the Summa Corporation in the late 
1970s, following Hcw-ard Hughes' death. (Id. 141-51). The 
documents connected to that incident, however, reflect that Summa 
NW: Nichols' overtures. 
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involvement in Kr. Casolaro's death and claimed that he was with 
his wife at their slimmer cottage in Treadwell, New York, from 
August 5 to August ll, 1991. His personnel records reflect that 
he was on leave during this time period, and a credit card 
receipt shows that he made a purchase at a bookstore in Oneonta, 

New York on August 9, 1991. His telephone records indicate that 
a call was placed to his brother from the Treadwell cottage on 
August 9, 1991 at 8:35 p.m. 

We have no reaso.n to question .Mr. VidenieJ^/j^ claim that he 
was in New York on August 10, 1991 and are unaware of any 
evidence linking Mr. Videnieks to Mr. casolaro's death. 

Involvement of Joseph Cueller 

Army Reserve Major Joseph Cuellar also was in contact v/ith 
Mr. Casolaro during the last few months of his life. Mr. 

Casoiaro apparently met Mr. Cuellar by chance one afternoon in 
May 1991 at "The Sign of the Wl^aie" bar in Arlington, Virginia. 

Mr. Cuellar had gone to the bar expecting to meet some friends 
who were going to celebrate his return from Operation Desert 
Storm. Mr. Casolaro, who was already seated at the bar waiting 
for his friend Lynn Knowles when Mr. cueller arrived, struck up a 
conversation with Mr. Cuellar. Mr, Cuellar talked or his 

exploits in the Army special forces, and, according tolKf. — 

Cueller, Mr. Casolaro became fascinated. After Ms. Knowles 

arrived, she listened as the two men discussed various military 

issues. When Mr. Cuellar's friends arrived, they made 

arranaements to meet again- 
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The two men talked on the phone several times after they 
first met. They also saw each other at least two additional 
times. In addition, Mr. Cuellar started dating Ms. Knowles. 

During one of their conversations, Mr. casolaro apparently 
asked about various individuals involved in his "octopus" story- 
Mr. Cuellar told him he knew Peter Videnieks. According to Mr. 
Cueller, he explained that he knew Mr. Videnieks because his 
former fiance had worked with Mr. Videnieks* wife in the Capitol 
Hill office of west Virginia Senator Robert Byrd. Both Mr. 
Cuellar and Mr. Videnieks told us that their relationship was 
social, that they had double-dated with their significant others 
a number of times, a.nd that they saw less of each other after Mr. 
Cuellar broke up with his fiance. 

once he learned of Mr. Cuellar's relationship with Mr, 
Videnieks, Mr. Casolaro asked Mr. Cuellar repeatedly to arrange a 
meeting with Mr. Videnieks. Mr. Casolaro wanted to interview Mr. 
Videnieks about the allegations made by Mr. Riconosciuto in his 
March 1991 affidavit that Mr. Videnieks had threatened him. lir. 
Cueller called Mr. Videnieks to try to arrange a meeting, but Mr. 
Videnieks refused,'^' 

After Mr. Casolaro died, Mr. Cuellar stopped dating Ms, 
Knowles. She told xis tl -it at one point, as their relationship 


According to Mr. Cuellar, Mr. Casolaro confided in him near 
the end of his life, expressing frustration that he had become so 
wrapped up in the "Octopus" story that he had lost his perspective 
and was unable to arrange the material into a cohesive story. Mr. 
Casolaro also told him that he was in financial distress and that 
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was deteiriofating / hfi tnade a veiled to her/ stating that 


she was asking too many questions about Mr. CasoiarO/ that she 
had two children, and she would not be doing then a favor if she 
were to wind up like Mr. Casolaro or another journalist who had 
been killed in Guatemala. Mr. Cuellar deni^ making those 
statements to her. 

Sever*al people have suggested that Mr. Cuellar was somehow 
involved in Mr, Casolaro ’s death. We found no evidence 
supporting that hypothesis. On the day Mr. Casolaro died, August 
10, 1091, Cuellar was in Washington, D.C., working on his 
"cuturocessing" from Desert Storm, and his "in-processing" into 
tne Southern Command. several witnesses have verified that he 
was in Washington on August 10, 1921. 

Threats Directed at Mr, Casolaro 


During the last few weeks of his life, Mr. casolaro told 
several of his friends that he had been receiving death threats 
over the telephone. In addition, Mr. Casolaro's neighbor, Olga 
Mokros, told us that she was in Mr. Casolaro's house on the 
Monday before he died, that she answered the phone, and that the 
caller uttered a death threat. She could not recall any other 
specific occasions on which Mr. Casolaro received such a call, 
even though she was at his house nearly every day. Mr, uasolaro 
also told several people that the story he was working on was 
"dangerous" and that he sent his younger brother John away from 
the house because of the danger. According to Dr. Tony casolaro, 
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accident 4 ” 

However, several of Casolaro's closest friends told us they 
new believe, with the benefit of hindsight, that he invented at 
least some of the threatening phone calls and the other “dangers” 
involved in his work so that people would believe, after he 
coininitted suicide, that he might have been murdered. Jim 
i Pittaway told us that he thinks Mr. Casolaro committed suicide 

(jr/i 

and that he “shrouded his death in mystery” so that his 







conspiracy theories would outlive him. Lillian Pittaway, Jim 
Pittaway 's wife, described Mr. Casolaro as self-destructive. Zoe 
Gabrielle Milroy, a close friend of Mr. Casolaro's for fourteen 
years, believes that he "perpetrated this conspiracy theory” to 
make his death seem mysterious and to ease the pain his family 
would suffer from an outright suicide. Pete Kennedy, a guitarist 
and friend, shares Hs. Milroy 's view that Mr. Casolaro wanted 
everyone to think he was in danger, so that his death would 
appear mysterious. Ms. Milroy also discounts the views of those 
who say Mr. Casolaro was not depressed, noting that he was a 
"consummate actor" who could be "laughing on the outside, but 
very hurting on the inside.” 

"Village Voice” Phone Call 

On Sunday night, August 11, 1991, the day before news of 
Casolaro's death had become public, a writer at the Y . ii 1 ^ 9 g - . Yo A g g 
in New York City named Dan Bishoff received a telephone call, 

Mr. Bishoff later told the Martinsburg police that he was in his 
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The caller told him, “There has been a death of a journalist in 
West Virginia that needs to be looked into,” Mr. Bishoff told 
the police that the caller may have mentioned the name 
“Casserole, “ 

We spoke with Mr. Bishoff, Although he continues to assert 
that he received a telephone call on August li, he said that, 
upon reflection, he is not sure whether the caller mentioned the 
name “casserole" or anything else approximating casolaro. He 
told us that many “conspiracy buffs" had his inside telephone 
line, and he frequently received calls about dead journalists. 

He indicated that at the time he spoke with the Martinsburg 
police, he “wanted it to be true" that Mr. Casolaro had been 
murdered, but that now he believes he committed suicide. He told 
us that he now regards the Sunday night telephone call as "not 
significant. " 


Casolaro *s Fear of Needles and Blood 

Some of Mr. Casolaro 's family and friends suggest that he 
would not have committed suicide by cutting his wrists because he 
was frightened of needles and the sight of blood. We spoke with 
several doctors and dentists who treated Mr. Casolaro during the 
years before his death. Tony Casolaro medical partner, Dr, 
Steven Zimmet, told us that during a routine physical examination 
approximately two years before Casolaro died, Casolaro put up a 
fuss before submitting to a blood test. However, Dr, Stanley 
Levin, who performed a root canal on Casolaro in December 1990, 
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pain, or any of the other incidents of oral surgery. 

Casolaro*s Planned Meeting In West Virginia 

Mr. Casolaro told many of his friends and family that he was 
going to VJest Virginia to meet a ’'source.** No one with whom we 
spoke recalls Casolaro ever identifying who it was he supposedly 
planned to meet. Mr. Casolaro himself was inconsistent in his 
description of the "source,** telling the Weinfields that he did 
not know the identity of the person he was going to meet; telling 
Lillian Pittaway that he was going to meet someone who would give 
him his "biggest tip;" and telling Ben Mason that he was going to 
see "the guys." 

As discussed in some detail above, we were able to account 
for most of Mr. casolaro *s time in West Virginia, we were unable 
to find any conclusive evidence that he met with anyone while in 
Martinsburg other than his chance meetings with various 
individuals at bars and restaurants. Hovrever, as noted above, a 
waitress at the Sheraton's Heatherfield Lounge said she saw Mr. 
Casolaro meeting with either an "Iranian or Arabian" individual 
on Thursday, August 8. Also, William Turner claims to have met 
with Mr. Casolaro on the afternoon of August 9.'^ 


Mr. William Turner recently told the Hamiitons, who relayed 
the information to us, that Mr. Casolaro planned to meet in 
Martinsburg w’ith Peter Videnieks, Joseph Cuellar, an unidentified 
person from senator Byrd's office, an unidentified IRS employee and 
attorney Robert Altman. A caller to the "Unsolved Mysteries" hot 
line reported seeing Clark Clifford and Robert Altman driving in 
Martinsburg on the day of Mr, Casolaro *s death in a late model 
Chevrolet Caprice. We have no reason to believe either cf these 
claims . 
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For the reasons indicated above, we are not convinced that 
either of these meetings took place. However, regardless whether 
these meetings took place, there is no evidence linking any of 
the alleged participants in the meetings to Mr. Casolaro's death. 
The Paper in Casolaro*s Shoe 

During forensic testing, the West Virginia State Police 
crime Laboratory found a folded piece of paper inside Mr. 
Casolaro's left shoe. The shoe had been found in Room 517, next 
to the bed. The paper had indentations, as if someone had 
written something on a page on top of the paper. The laboratory 
determined that the paper had come from the same legal pad on 
which Mr. Casolaro had written the suicide note. The laboratory 
was able to reproduce the impressions left on the paper . The 
writing was Mr. Casolaro's; and the paper read as follows: 
Outline 

Chapter on 1980. 

Terrorist underground. Afghanistan. Mideast. Iran. 

John Philip Nichols after arrival 

Indian Reservation 

Fred Alvarez 

Paul Morasca 

Philip Arthur Dempson 

Fresno 

Hercules — Bill Kilpatrick The Big Tex — Rxcono 
San Francisco 

Finish up chapter w/ Paul M. & Fred A. / ord 
There is no indication when casolaro had written those 
words, or why he had put the piece of paper inside his shoe. 
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Several of Mr. Casolaro’s friends and family members told us 
that Mr. Casolaro typically carried a significant number of notes 
and documents with him. The fact that no documents were found in 
Mr. Casolaro 's hotel room following his death, they suggest, may 
indicate that he was killed and his notes taken. 

We disagree. There is no credible evidence that Mr. 

Casolaro ever had any documents with him while he was in 
Martinsburg. All the hotel employees, including the maids that 
cleaned his room, told the police that they never saw any 
documents either in Mr. Casolaro’s room or in his immediate 
possession. Kor wa he seen with any documents at any other 
location in Martinsburg, In short, there is no credible evidence 
that there were ever any documents reflecting his investigation 
in his hotel room. 

Mr. Lopes, the desk clerk, said he may have seen Mr. 

Casolaro with a briefcase but he is not sure, in light of his 
lack of certainty and the fact that none of the other hotel 
employees recall seeing a briefcase or documents, we believe that 
Mr. Lopez was possibly mistaken.^’ 

F . Conclusi on 

The oven>?helmir.g physical evidence points to the conclusion 

William Turner claims to have given Mr. Casolaro some 
-\T\T7 1 discussed above, we find 
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during the last few months of Mr. Casolaro’s life that he was 
despondent and exhausted. Although there were mistakes made 
during the original investigation into the death (most 
particularly the failure to seal the room and the early embalming 
of the body ) , we have no reason to believe that the original 
investigations were not thorough or undertaken in anything other 
than the utmost good faith. Based on our review of all the 
evidence, we concur with the conclusion reached by Martinsburg 
police authorities that Mr. Casolaro took his own life. 

V7e reached that conclusion after carefully considering the 
questions and concerns raised by his family and friends as well 
as by others. After reviewing them, we believe that many of 
those questions are typical of the types of questions that follow 
any suicide. As for the allegations of foul play raised by some 
Lnd i vidua 1 s , .re is simply no evidence supporting the 
involvement of any ot the individuals identified in Mr. 

Casolaro’ s death. 



VI. The Attorney General Should Not Appoint an Independent 
Prosecutor to Further Investigate iNSIAW's Charges. 

In its 1992 report, the House Judiciary Committee 

recommended that the Attorney General appoint an independent 

counsel to investigate, among other things, " INSLAW 's allegations 

of a high level conspiracy within the Department to steal 

Enhanced PROMIS software to benefit friends and associates Of 

for mar Attorney Genera' Meese. ” (iiouse Report 113.) Since that 

the 1 n''jOP'''r d nnc ncunsej. law .nas expired o' 
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Date: 

From: 

Subject: 


Friday, April 29 , 1994 

SMO02 (DAVIS) 

please call me when you 


7:05 pm 
receive 


this at 202-514-4969 


Debbie Davis or John Dwyer 






vy 








I 


NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 112 







7 ■' 

< S 






VI. The Weight of the Evidence Indicates that J. Daniel Casolaro 

Committed Suicide 

Joseph Daniel ("Danny") Casolaro was a free-lance writer who 
had been working on a story involving alleged links between 
various Washington "scandals" of the 1980s, including INSLAW, the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce International (BCCI) , the "October 
Surprise," the Iran-Contra affair, the Iraqi arms procurement 
network, and the collapse of the savings and loan industry. Mr. 
Casolaro 's theory was that these scandals had all been the 
handiwork of a shadowy group of people whom he referred to as the 
"Octopus." Casolaro began working on the story full-time in mid 
1990. 

On Saturday, August 10, 1991, Mr. Casolaro was found dead in 
Room 517 of the Sheraton Inn located in Martinsburg, West 
Virginia. His body was in the bathtub, and both of his wrists 
had been slashed. After a brief investigation at the scene, the 
local police department and the county coroner concluded that the 
cause of death was suicide. The coroner released the body to a 
local funeral home, where the body was embalmed. The Martinsburg 
Police Department sent a teletype to the Fairfax County Police 
Department in Northern Virginia requesting that Mr. Casolaro *s 
relatives be notified of his death. 

Mr. Casolaro 's relatives, however, were not notified until 
Monday morning, August 12, 1991. His brother, a Fairfax County 
physician, told the Martinsburg Police at that time about Mr. 
Casolaro 's work on the "Octopus" story and suggested that many 
people would have had a motive to kill him. He explained that 
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Mr. Casolaro had told people he was travelling to Martinsburg to 
meet a key source. He also insisted that an autopsy be conducted 
and questioned how Mr. Casolaro 's body could have been embalmed 
so quickly, without either the knowledge or consent of Mr. 
Casolaro 's family. Soon after the call from Mr. Casolaro 's 
brother, the Martinsburg Police Department was deluged with 
inquiries from the news media, from friends of Mr. Casolaro and 

from congressional investigators. A were ^ 

raised about ^:he cause and ctrcumstahces of Mi . Casolaro ' a deatl r. 

Faced with this sudden and intense public interest in the 

case, the West Virginia authorities ordered an autopsy. The West 

Virginia Deputy Chief Medical Examiner performed the autopsy on 

' H 

■ 7 ^, August 13, 1991, and determined the cause of death as 
suicide. The autopsy also disclosed that Casolaro had been 
suffering from multiple sclerosis and arteriosclerosis. The 
autopsy found no evidence suggesting that he had been murdered. 

The autopsy findings, however, did little to quell the 
controversy over Casolaro 's death. The media and others raised 
many questions about the circumstances of Mr. Casolaro 's death 
and the adequacy of both the police investigation and the 
autopsy. Many suggested that Casolaro had been murdered because 
he was about to expose the "truth” about the "Octopus." Various 
theories appeared in the media about "who killed Danny Casolaro." 

Faced with these continuing questions about its 
investigation, the Martinsburg Police Department reopened the 
case and conducted a second, more intensive investigation. On 
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January 25, 1992, West Virginia authorities announced that their 
additional investigation had led to the conclusion that Mr. 
Casolaro indeed had coHonitted suicide, and that the case was 
closed. 

Rumors and speculation continued to circulate despite the 
conclusions reached by the Martinsburg police. On September 10, 




1992, the House Committee on the Judiciaty^ issued their report on 
the INSLAW affair. The report raised many questions about the 
circumstances of Mr. Casolaro 's death and recommended the 
appointment of an Independent Counsel to investigate six specific 
issues involving INSLAW, including "the lingering doubts over 
certain suspicious circumstances surrounding the death of Daniel 
Casolaro. ” 

After reviewing the Martinsburg Police Department's 
investigation of Mr. Casolaro' s death, the Special Counsel 
concluded that there was no basis for challenging the conclusion 
that he had committed suicide. (Bua Report 246-250.) In their 
rebuttal, INSLAW was highly critical of the Special Counsel's 
review of this matter and was particularly critical of the 
Special Counsel's failure to interview certain witnesses. 

In light of the intense media focus and the concerns raised 
by the Hou4«l Judiciary Committee, we undertook a substantial 
review and investigation of thsT^ircumstances surrounding Mr. 
Casolaro 's death. Based on that review and investigation, we 
conclude that there is no evidence indicating that Mr. Casolaro 
was the victim of a homicide. Furthermore, the evidence is 
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consistent with the findings of the Martinsburg Police Department 
that he took his own life. 

A . Scope of Review / 

Our review consisted of two basic““phases . During the first 
phase, we reviewed in detail the West Virginia investigations 
into Mr. Casolaro's death. We reviewed all the police reports 
and the autopsy report as well as the documents generated during 
an unsuccessful lawsuit the Casolaro family filed against the 
coroner and the funeral home regarding the embalming of 
Casolaro's body. Included among those documents were the sworn 
depositions, taken by the Casolaro family's attorneys, of the 
coroner and funeral home personnel. We also interviewed the 
police officers involved in the investigation of Mr. Casolaro's 
death as well as the Deputy Chief Medical Examiner who had 
conducted the autopsy. 

During the second phase of the review, we pursued various 
leads that had been raised in the media and in the House 
Judiciary Committee Report and attempted to answer other 
questions raised by Casolaro's family. During this phase, we 
conducted numerous interviews of Casolaro's friends, family and 
associates in Virginia, West Virginia, Washington, D.C., Maryland 
and California. We obtained documents from various sources 
throughout the United States, including many of Mr. Casolaro's 
personal papers on file at the Investigative Reporters' and 
Editors' Association at the University of Missouri. 
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We also obtained much of the physical evidence originally 
found in the hotel room and elsewhere and had the FBI laboratory 
conduct additional tests on some of that evidence. We examined 
Mr. Casolaro's background, and had the FBI's Behavioral Sciences 
Unit at the FBI Academy in Quant ico, Virginia conduct an 
equivocal death analysis, or "psychological autopsy." Other 
experts were consulted as well, including a former President of 
the National Academy of Forensic Sciences and a George Washington 
University Law Professor who had previously reviewed the Casolaro 
autopsy report on behalf of a group of Washington-based 
journalists. 

We also reviewed documents at the Central Intelligence 
Agency and at FBI headquarters. In addition, we met with the 
Hamiltons and INSLAW 's counsel, received documents and other 
information from them and followed various leads they provided. 
Finally, we reviewed all the telephone calls and mail received by 
the producers of the television program "Unsolved Mysteries," 
following the airing on March 11, 1993 of a segment about Mr. 
Casolaro's death. 

A. Casolaro's Death 

1. Discovery of the Body 

» 

Mr. Casolaro was supposed to have checked out from his room, 
number 517, by 12:00 p.ra. on August 10, 1991. At about 12:59 
p.m. , Sharon Palmer, the maid assigned to cleaning the fifth 
floor, knocked on Mr. Casolaro's door and got no answer. She 
used her passkey to enter the room. She noticed the bathroom 
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door was halfway open. She looked Inside and saw blood on the 
floor and blood on a towel. She did not go inside the bathroom, 
but left and called for help. Another maid, Linda Williams, 
arrived and saw the blood on the bathroom floor, but did not 
enter the bathroom. Ms. Williams left and returned with hotel 
employees Barbara Bettinger, David Avella, Sandy Bogert, and Eric 
Weidman. Mr. Avella called the police. 

Minutes later Patrolman Glenn Macher of the Martinsburg City 
Police Department arrived. He ordered all the hotel employees 
who had just been inside the room to go the hotel manager's 
office and wait to be interviewed by other officers. The 
patrolman then went inside Mr. Casolaro's room. Within minutes, 
Martinsburg Police Captain Ted Anderson, Detective John McMillen, 
Patrolmen Shannon Armel and Terry Stanley and paramedics arrived. 

2 . The Death Scene 

a. Casolaro's Body 

According to police reports and witnesses we interviewed, 

Mr. Casolaro's nude body was in the bathtub. The water was 
bloody and cold. The tub was about half to three-fourths full. 
Mr. Casolaro was sitting with his feet toward the faucet. He was 
leaning against the side of the tub with his head slumped over 
the side. His right arm was hanging over the side of the tub, 
and his right hand was lying flat on the floor. His left hand 
was submerged under water, tucked beneath his left thigh. Both 
of Mr. Casolaro's wrists had cut wounds. The fingernails on the 
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thumb, forefinger and middle finger of his right hand appeared to 
have been chewed. 


A used shoelace was draped loosely around Casolaro's neck. 
Another used shoelace was found inside the bathtub. Two white 
hefty trash bags were floating in the bathtub. A single-edge 
razor blade was inside the bathtub. An empty can of Milwaukee's 
Best beer was also inside the tub. 
b. The Bathroom 

The wrapper from the razor blade was resting against the 
side of the bathtub. Next to the bathtub, on the bathroom floor, 
there was a broken drinking glass and a half-full bottle of 
"Caves Alianca," a Portuguese white wine. There was a bloody 
towel on the floor next to the tub. There were bloodstains on 
the tile around the tub, on the bathroom floor and on the toilet 
seat. Some bloody water had splattered across the small bathroom 
to the sink area. 

There was an ashtray on top of the toilet tank. Three 
cigarette butts were in the ashtray, and a pack of Carlton 
cigarettes was on the toilet tank next to the ashtray. The 
bathroom was later dusted for fingerprints. Two prints removed 
from the bathroom sink were identified later as Casolaro's left 
index and left middle fingers. j 

There was no sign of any struggle having occurred inside the 
bathroom . 

c. The Bedroom 
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The police inspected the bedroom area. They found no sign 
of forced entry, no sign of any struggle inside the room, and no 
sign that anyone else had been inside the room. The door to the 
adjoining room (Room 515, occupied by two visitors from 
Pennsylvania who had come to Martinsburg for a soccer tournament, 
a 72 -year old woman and 70 year-old man) was locked, and the 
safety chain was secure. The bedspread was partially turned 
down, but the sheets were not turned down. There was no blood in 
any part of the hotel room other than the bathroom. 

Mr. Casolaro's clothes were laid out on top of the bed. 

None of the fixtures in the room had been broken or knocked over. 
Mr. Casolaro's personal effects appeared to be intact. His 
wallet and driver's license were found inside his coat pocket. 
There was no sign that anyone had gone through any of Mr. 
Casolaro's belongings. The police described the scene as 
"quiet. " 

There was an unused ashtray inside the bedroom. It had a 
fingerprint on the bottom, but the police were unable to identify 
that fingerprint. The trash can inside the bedroom contained a 
"Sheetz"^ coffee cup. On top of it were five empty cans of 
Milwaukee's Best beer. The police later conducted hair and fiber 
analyses on various items recovered in the room, but no evidence 
was developed indicating that anyone other than Mr. Casolaro had 
been inside the room before he died. 

The police found a large black tote back in the bedroom. 
Inside the bag were, among other items, an empty bottle of 
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Vicodin pills (which the police later determined had been 
prescribed for relief of pain following oral surgery performed on 
■^te^^Casolaro in 1988) ; one box of Hefty trash bags (with two bags 
missing) ; two green lawn-type garbage bags; one unopened bottle 
of "Caves Alianca" white wine; one corkscrew; and three packs of 
Carlton cigarettes. 

The police found, on the coffee table, a box of razor blades 
with four unused single-edge blades inside. The box had room for 
five blades. The blades matched the single blade found inside 
the tub. 

The police did not find a briefcase or any documents in the 
hotel room. They did find various credit card receipts, 
including two receipts from the^Stone Crab Inn for Thursday, 
August 8 and Friday, August 9. 

d. The Suicide Note 

The police also found a suicide note, written on the 
fourth page of a legal pad sitting on the coffee table, next to 
the box of razor blades. The top three pages in the pad were 
blank and had been folded over the top and underneath the back of 
the legal pad. The note said: 

To my loved ones. Please forgive me — most especially 

my son — and be understanding, God will let me in. 

(A copy of the note appears as Appendix 1 to this report) . The 
police later determined through handwriting and ink comparisons 
that Mr. Casolaro wrote the note with a pen that was on the 
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coffee table near the legal pad. His right thumbprint was the 
only fingerprint found on the legal pad.’ 
e. Casolaro's Car 

The police found IfarT'^asolaro ' s car keys and located his 
car, a 1981 Honda Accord, in the Sheraton hotel parking lot. 

There was no sign that the car had been broken into or searched. 
They lifted two of Mr. Casolaro's fingerprints from the driver's 
side window. They also found a pack of Carlton cigarettes in the 
car. The car was impounded and sent to a local body shop for 
safekeeping. 

3 . Interviews of Hotel Employees 

While the patrol officers were examining the hotel room. 
Captain Anderson and Detective McMillen interviewed the hotel 
employees who had discovered Casolaro's body. None of the 
employees, including the maids, had seen anything suspicious that 
morning. None had seen anyone enter or leave Mr^^asolaro ' s 
room. The last employee who saw Casolaro was Barbara Bettinger, 
who had talked with him outside his room Friday afternoon. 

4 . The Coroner's Investigation 

Thirty minutes after the police arrived, Berkeley County 
coroner Sandra Brining and her husband, Martinsburg city 


’ Some have suggested that Casolaro may have been forced to 
write the suicide note, and that he was leaving a clue by making 
the note uncharacteristically brief and by the reference to God 
"letting him in." Proponents of this theory note that as a 
Catholic, Casolaro would have known that suicide was a sin, so he 
must have used that phrase to tip his friends that he was not 
dying voluntarily. We uncovered no evidence supporting this 
theory . 
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paramedic David Brining, entered Room 517. ^r. Brining 

photographed Mr. Casolaro's body and the bathroom area. Ms. 
Brining examined the body, ^^ording to her records, she noted 
eight cuts on the underside of Casolaro's left wrist and four 
cuts on the underside of his right wrist. There was also a 
bruise on the inner part of the upper left arm. There were no 
other visible signs of trauma to the body. "Light” rigor mortis 
was present in both arms. R-igo^mortis was present, but had not 
yet set, in the buttocks, neck, face, arms and legs. 

During Ms. Brining *s examination of the body, the bloody 
bathtub water was drained. Ms. Brining failed to preserve a 
sample of the water. 

Ms. Brining classified the death as a suicide, and contacted 
Brown's Funeral Home in Martinsburg to transport the body. 

Funeral home employees John Arvin and Robert Fields arrived at 
Room 517 shortly before 2:00 p.m. The bathroom door was removed 
to allow room for the body to be taken out of the room. The body 
was placed in an ambulance and taken to Brown's Funeral Home in 
Martinsburg. 

5 . Handling of Death Scene Following Removal of Body 

After the body was removed, the Martinsburg police locked 
the room but failed- formally seal it. 

On Monday morning. Detectives Catlett and McMillen returned 
to Room 517 to conduct a further investigation after Casolaro's 
family had alerted them about Mr. Casolaro's work and the threats 
he had allegedly received. Although the police had not 
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officially sealed the room when they left Saturday afternoon, the 
hotel manager, Sam Floyd, had kept the room locked for the 
remainder of Saturday and all day Sunday. Detective McMillen 
told us that the hotel room was in exactly the same condition as 
it had been when he and the other officers left it Saturday. The 
room had not been cleaned. According to the detective, nothing 
had been rearranged or disturbed. There was no sign that anyone 
had been inside the room. 

6. Examination and Embalming of the Body at the Funeral 
Home 

Ms. Brining spent two hours examining Mr. Casolaro's body at 
the funeral home on Saturday afternoon. Patrolman Armel arrived 
at Brown's Funeral Home at approximately 3:30 p.m., after the 
examination had started. He watched as funeral home employee 
Robert Fields drew a blood sample directly from Casolaro's heart. 
Ms. Brining and Mr. Fields asked Patrolman Armel to notify Mr 
Casolaro's next-of-kin. Patrolman Armel relayed that request to 
Detective McMillen, who had returned to the station. 

Patrolman Armel asked Ms. Brining for the cause of death, 
and she said that Mr. Casolaro had bled to death. She determined 
that the wounds to the wrists had been self-inflicted, and that 
the manner of death was suicide. 

As Ms. Brining and Patrolman Armel were preparing to leave, 
Charles Brown, the owner of Brown's Funeral Home, asked Ms. 
Brining if the body could be embalmed. Ms. Brining said that she 
was releasing the body to the funeral home, that an autopsy would 
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not be conducted because the death was a suicide, and that the 
body could be embalmed. Mr. Fields then embalmed the body. 

A great deal of controversy has centered on the decision by 




Mart insburg officials t o embalm the body prior to both an autopsy 
and notification of Casolaro's family. We do not believe that 
the decision to forego an autopsy and embalm Mr. Casolaro's body 
was unreasonable in light of the physical evidence indicating 
that Mr. Casolaro had committed suicide. However, we are 
concerned by the decision — in violation of state law — to 
embalm the body before a reasonable effort had been made to 
contact Mr. Casolaro's family. Under West Virginia law, a 
deceased's body may not be embalmed unless the authorities have 
first made "due inquiry" as to the desires of the next of kin. 
West Virginia Code Ann. § 30-6-8 (1993). If Mr. Casolaro's 
family had been properly contacted on August 10, they would have 
undoubtedly raised the same concerns and fears that they raised 
two days later when they were actually notified of Mr. Casolaro's 
death. If that had happened, we believe the Martinsburg 
authorities would have conducted an autopsy before the body was 
embalmed. Much of the controversy and speculation concerning the 
handling of the investigation by Martinsburg authorities would, 
thus, have been avoided. 

However, we are unaware of any evidence which suggests that 
the decision by Ms. Brining approving the embalming of the body 
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was made to further any type of cover-up or conspiracy.^ In 
fact, the decision appears to be consistent with the custom and 
practice in the Martinsburg area. During a lawsuit filed by 
Casolaro's family against Brown's Funeral Home, Berkeley County, 
and the City of Martinsburg, an attorney for Casolaro's family 
took the sworn depositions Mr. Brown. In his deposition, Mr. 
Brown testified that "courtesy embalmings" are standard procedure 
in Martinsburg for decedents from Washington, D.C. f Casolaro. et 
al., V. Brown Funeral Home, et al. . No. 92-C-721, Circuit Court 
for Berkeley County, W. Va., Deposition of Charles Brown, 

Sept. 13, 1993, at 27, 35.) 


'’ih 

\ 

.4 






■/ 


Furthermore, the embalming of the body did not have the 

^vere impact^n the subsequent autopsy that was performed as has 
been speculated. Embalming typically precludes the ability to 
obtain accurate toxicological studies of bodily fluids. Here, 
however, the embalming did not interfere with the autopsy, as the 
medical examiner and toxicologist had access to four separate 
bodily fluid samples and organs that had been unaffected by the 
embalming: (1) the blood sample that Mr. Fields had taken 

directly from Casolaro's heart, before the embalming had been 


^ The media has reported that Ms. Brining and Mr. Brown had 
a dispute over whether she had authorized him to embalm 
Casolaro's body. Our investigation found that they both agreed 
that she did authorize the embalming. In her deposition during a 
suit filed by the Casolaro family, Ms. Brining testified that, as 
she was leaving the funeral home, she told Mr. Brown that "the 
body is released." (Deposition of Sandra Brining, Jan. 14, 1993 
at 92) . Mr. Brown then asked whether the body could be embalmed, 
and Ms. Brining said yes. Mr. Brown confirmed Ms. Brining 's 
recollection. 


NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 126 


14 



performed; (2) a small amount of urine that had not been 
evacuated at the time of death because of the submersion of 
Casolaro's body in the bath water, and that had not been tainted 
due to Mr. Fields' failure to inject embalming fluid into the 
bladder; (3) a small amount of vitreous fluid from behind the eye 
sockets; and (4) the liver, which Mr. Fields had entirely missed 
when he failed to insert the trocar (embalming tool) into that 
organ. 

7 . Notification of Next-of-Kin 

At 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 10, Detective McMillen 
called the Fairfax County (Virginia) Police Department and 
notified them of Mr. Casolaro's name, address, and apparent 
suicide. He reguested that the Fairfax Police Department notify 
Mr. Casolaro's family. The Fairfax police said they could not do 
so unless they were notified by teletype. At 4:00 p.m.. 

Detective McMillen sent the requested teletype but received no 
acknowledgement. A few minutes later he sent a second teletype. 

According to police records, a Fairfax County patrol car 
drove to Mr. Casolaro's house at approximately 4:30 p.m. The 
officer knocked. When no one answered, the officer left his 
business card on Casolaro's door. The officer returned to the 
station and called Detective McMillen at 5:00 p.m. Detective 
McMillen asked the officer to attempt to notify Casolaro's next- 
of-kin and to ask them to contact the Martinsburg police to 
provide instructions regarding funeral arrangements. 
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Inexplicably, the Fairfax County police made no effort to 
locate any of Mr. Casolaro's relatives, other than going to his 
house and leaving a business card. As-44r-r— eas«±*ffeJ-s-4»:other_and 
mot h e r— t old— us j Fairfax police would have found the name of Tony 
Casolaro in the local phone book if they had looked. The anguish 
which was ultimately caused by the belated notification could 
easily have been and should have been avoided. 

Finally, on Monday, August 12, the Martinsburg police 
authorities did what the Fairfax police department should have 
done two days earlier. Detective Sergeant Swartwood called 
directory assistance for Fairfax County, received the listing for 
Dr. Tony Casolaro and called the number. Mr. Casolaro's mother 
was at Dr. Casolaro's house and answered the phone. Detective 
Sergeant Swartwood notified Mrs. Casolaro of her son's death at 
that time. 

B. The Autopsy 

Shortly after Mr. Casolaro's family was notified of his 
death. Dr. Tony Casolaro informed West Virginia authorities that 
his brother had been working on a sensitive story and that he had 
received death threats. ArinnT-d to ri g^. Casolaro, -he urged the 
police to conduct an autopsy. Detective Sergeant Swartwood 
relayed this information to Ms. Brining who agreed to contact the 
West Virginia Deputy Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. James L. Frost, 
to arrange for an autopsy. Casolaro's body was moved to 
Morgantown, West Virginia on Tuesday, August 13, 1991. That 
afternoon. Dr. Frost conducted preliminary and fluoroscopic 
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examinations of the body. The results were negative. The next 
morning, August 14, 1991, Ms. Brining, Patrolman Armel, and 
Patrolman Stambaugh traveled to Morgantown to observe the 
autopsy. 

The summary of the findings of the autopsy which follows is 
based on a review of the autopsy report and interviews of Dr. 
Frost and others who were involved with or observed the autopsy. 
The examination undertaken by Dr. Frost focused largely on the 
cuts found on Mr. Casolaro's wrists and the possibility that 
there was some other cause or contributing cause to his death. 

Dr. Frost spent a considerable amount of time examining Mr. 
Casolaro's wrists. The undersides of both wrists had deep cuts, 
though the depth was not extraordinary for a suicide according to 
Dr. Frost. The angles of the cuts were consistent with the 
wounds being self-inflicted. 

Mr. Casolaro was right handed. There were four cuts on 

, » r-n 

Casolaro's right wrist and eight on his left!^' According to Dr. 
Frost, Mr. Casolaro probably made the cuts on his left wrist 
first. The uppermost cut on the left wrist appeared to be a 
superficial cut. Dr. Frost told us that the superficial cut on 
the left wrist was not consistent with a so-called "hesitation 
cut," something that certain forensic pathologists look for in 
suicide cases. In Dr. Frost's view, the lack of a hesitation cut 
could be cited as evidence that the victim was particularly 
determined to commit suicide. 
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The autopsy revealed that Mr. Casolaro injured one of the 


tendons in his left wrist with a particularly deep cut. However, 
that injury would not deprive him of the motor ability in his 
left hand to grasp the razor and cut his right wrist. According 
to Dr. Frost, that is exactly what he did. The other cuts were 
also deep, but not so deep as to have been especially suspicious 
to Dr. Frost. 

The autopsy found no indications that Mr. Casolaro had been 
involved in a struggle. Three of the fingernails on his right 
hand had been chewed. Mr. Casolaro 's brother. Dr. Tony Casolaro, 
told us that his brother did not bite his nails. However, the 
autopsy uncovered no evidence that anyone else bit his nails or 
that he had bitten the nails during a struggle in the hotel room. 
There was also a faint contusion on Mr. Casolaro *s left anterior 
bicep. Dr. Frost determined that the bruise was probably caused 
two days before Mr. Casolaro 's death. There were other faint 
blue marks and contusions on the body, but those were determined 
to be postmortem skin discolorations caused by the embalming 
process. 

Dr. Frost also noted during the autopsy that Mr. Casolaro 's 
tongue was normal, indicating that Casolaro did not appear to 
have ingested any foreign substance. There was no indication of 
force having been applied to his mouth or lips. There was no 
sign of choking, strangulation, or drowning. No water was found 
in Mr. Casolaro *s lungs. 
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Casolaro's brain was removed and taken to the pathology 
laboratory for analysis. The neuropathologist. Dr. Sydney S. 
Schochet, examined the brain and determined that Mr. Casolaro had 
been suffering from multiple sclerosis. Dr. Schochet opined that 
Casolaro had been experiencing vision problems. In addition to 
the finding that Mr. Casolaro was suffering from multiple 
sclerosis, the autopsy also revealed that Casolaro had 
"moderately severe" arteriosclerosis. 

Dr. Frost determined that the cause of Mr. Casolaro's death 
was "exsanguinating hemorrhage from multiple incised wounds to 
the wrists." He concluded that the manner of death was suicide. 
He estimated that the time of death was between 7:00 a.m. and 
8:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 10, 1991. Dr. Frost told us that 
Mr. Casolaro probably lost consciousness within five to eight 
minutes of cutting himself and that he likely died within 15 
minutes . 

Dr. Frost also submitted the blood sample that had 
previously been taken from the heart as well as urine, liver and 
vitreous fluids which he found during the autopsy and which had 
not been tainted by the embalming fluids to the West Virginia 
toxicology laboratory for analysis. The results of the 
toxicology studies did not alter Dr. Frost's conclusions as to 
the cause and manner of death. Rather they were fully consistent 
with suicide. 

According to Dr. Cash, the toxicologist, the results of the 
toxicology tests are reliable, notwithstanding, the embalming of 
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the body, because the autopsy revealed four separate bodily fluid 
and organ samples that had not been tainted by the embalming 
process. He used those samples for his analysis. 

The toxicology tests revealed several things. First . Mr. 
Casolaro had a an alcohol content of .04 in his urine. According 
to Dr. Cash, that alcohol level is consistent with the 
metabolization rate for a man of his height and weight consuming 
the six beers found in the hotel room as well as some of the 
white wine during the night and early morning hours before his 
death. No alcohol was found in the blood sample taken from the 
heart. Second , trace amounts of the chemical components for 
Vicodin were found in some of the samples. As indicated above, 
an empty bottle of Vicodin was found in Mr. Casolaro 's luggage in 
the hotel room. And third , trace amounts of a tricyclic anti- 
depressant medication were also present. The tricyclic was never 
traced, and we were unable to determine its origins. However, 
the amount was insignificant. Dr. Cash conducted a series of 
tests for the presence of a variety of "exotic” drugs or any 
other substances that could have been used to render Mr. Casolaro 
unconscious or that could have contributed to his death. All 
those tests were negative. 

Dr. Cash also tested the wine found in the open bottle 
adjacent to the bathtub for the presence of any drugs. That test 
was also negative.^ 

^ Several months after the autopsy was conducted, a group 
of journalists in Washington, D.C. asked Professor James E. 

Starrs, a noted forensic pathology expert at the George 
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C. Additional Police Investigation 

After learning from Dr. Casolaro and others about the nature 
of Mr. Casolaro 's work and the threats that had been allegedly 
directed at him, the Martinsburg police began a more substantial 
investigation into the matter. We carefully reviewed the records 
of that investigation and conclude that it was sufficient given 
the nature of the allegations. Furthermore, we concur with the 
conclusion reached by the Martinsburg Police Department that the 
results of that investigation support the conclusion that Mr. 
Casolaro took his own life. 

The following is a summary of some of the important findings 
of that investigation: 

• The police located and interviewed the occupants of 
rooms 514, 515, 516, 519 and 520 on the night of 
August 9-10, 1991. None of the individuals staying in 
those rooms recall hearing any unusual noises coming 
from room 517, Mr. Casolaro 's room, either that evening 
or the next morning. Nor did any of them recall seeing 
anyone entering or leaving room 517 during the morning 
of August 10. 


Washington University law school, to review Dr. Frost's autopsy 
report. Professor Starrs agreed to do so. In an interview with 
the Washington Business Journal (week of Nov. 9-15, 1992, p. 13), 
Professor Starrs stated that he agreed with Dr. Frost that Mr. 
Casolaro 's wounds had been self-inflicted. He also stated that 
he doubted whether any additional scientific techniques would 
have changed the outcome of the autopsy. Professor Starrs agreed 
with Dr. Frost that the small contusions on Casolaro 's body were 
caused by the embalming fluid, although he criticized the West 
Virginia authorities for embalming the body so quickly. 

Professor Starrs also noted that the suicide note was typical, in 
that it was unsigned and made apologies to Casolaro 's family. 
Professor Starrs summarized his view of the case by saying, "[I]f 
this was a homicide, it would be the most singularly remarkable 
murder on record, either in fiction or nonfiction." 
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• The occupant of room 519, Michael Looney of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, had had several drinks with Mr. Casolaro on 
Thursday, August 8. Police noticed during the 
interview that Mr. Looney's wrist was bandaged. Mr. 
Looney told the police officers conducting the 
interview that he had hurt himself playing volleyball. 
The officers were able to verify that story. 

• During the interviewing of all of the hotel employees 
who may have had contact with Mr. Casolaro, a front 
desk employee told the police that Mr. Casolaro may 
have had a brown briefcase when he checked into the 
hotel. No other hotel employee recalled seeing Mr. 
Casolaro with a briefcase. Police were unable to 
locate any briefcase during searches of Mr. Casolaro 's 
hotel room, his car, the hotel or the area surrounding 
the hotel. 

• The hotel manager stated that there were six keys for 
room 517. One key was found in the room among Mr. 
Casolaro 's belongings during the initial search of the 
room on August 10. The remaining five keys were found 
at the front desk. 

• The razor blades found in the bathtub and in the 
bedroom were manufactured by Techni-Edge Manufacturing 
Corporation in New Jersey. Although they checked 
several retail outlets in the Martinsburg and Fairfax 
County areas, the Martinsburg police were unable to 
determine where the blades had been purchased. The 
West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory was unable 
to lift any fingerprints from the blade found in the 
bathtub because it had been immersed in water. (We 
asked the FBI laboratory to attempt to lift a 
fingerprint from the blade, but they too were unable to 
do so.) 

• On August 21, 1991, during a search of Mr. Casolaro 's 
home, police found two unopened bottles of "Caves 
Alianca" white wine under the kitchen sink. The 
bottles matched those found in the bathroom of the 
hotel room and in Casolaro 's luggage. The Martinsburg 
police determined that the Giant Supermarket chain in 
Northern Virginia sells Caves Alianca wine. The brand 
is unavailable in West Virginia. 

• During their search of Mr. Casolaro 's house, the police 
found two tennis shoes from two different pairs — one 
Nike and one Reebok — that were each missing a 
shoelace. The shoes were in the closet in the upstairs 
bedroom. The police asked the West Virginia State 
Police Crime Laboratory to attempt to match the two 
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laces found at the death scene with the two shoes from 
Mr . Casolaro ' s house . The crime laboratory was unable 
to make a definite match, although a visual comparison 
of the laces and the shoes seemed to indicate that the 
eyelet marks on the laces matched the eyelets on the 
shoes. (We had the FBI laboratory conduct a variety of 
tests on the laces and the shoes to attempt to match 
them, but the results were inconclusive.) 

• On August 29, 1991, and on September 27, 1991, the 
Martinsburg police received copies of a passport photo 
of an Arab named Hassan Ali Ibrahim Ali. This may have 
been the same photograph that Mr. Casolaro had shown to 
Ben Mason in his basement office on Wednesday, 

August 7 (See discussion below) . There is no evidence 
that Mr. Casolaro ever met Ibrahim, or that Ibrahim — 
whoever he is — had anything to do with Casolaro 's 
death . 

• The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
determined that the blood stains found in the bathroom 
in Room 517 matched Mr. Casolaro 's blood. 

• The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
determined that the handwriting on the suicide note 
matched Casolaro 's known handwriting. The ink used to 
write the note matched the ink found next to the 
suicide note. Mr. Casolaro *s right thumbprint was 
found on the legal pad containing the suicide note. 

• The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
determined that Casolaro 's fingerprints matched those 

lifted from the bathroom sink. The fingerprint found V 

on the unused ashtray in the hotel bedroom could not be 
identified. 

• The West Virginia State Police Crime Laboratory 
determined that the wine found in the open "Caves 
Alianca" bottle on the bathroom floor was untainted, as 
were the wine traces on the broken drinking glass on 
the bathroom floor. 

In addition, in December 1991, the Martinsburg police and 
the Berkeley County District Attorney asked Dr. Henry C. Lee, the 
Chief Criminalist at the Connecticut State Crime Laboratory and a 
nationally recognized blood splatter expert, to conduct a blood 
spatter analysis of the bathroom where the body had been found. 
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The Martinsburg police provided Dr. Lee with the death scene 
photographs, as well as a videotaped reenactment of the death the 
police had prepared with Dr. Frost's assistance on December 12, 
1991 in the exact room where Mr. Casolaro had died. After 
reviewing Dr. Frost's autopsy report and other evidence. Dr. Lee 
created a three-dimensional photographic montage from the 
photographs taken of Casolaro ' s body and the bathroom on 
August 10, 1991. Dr. Lee issued his report on January 24, 1992. 

Based on the pattern of the blood found in the bathroom. Dr. 
Lee theorized that Mr. Casolaro filled the tub with an amount of 
water; poured himself a drink of wine, and sat the glass on the 
side of the bathtub; sat down on the side of the bathtub; cut his 
wrists with the razor blade; and then sat inside the tub. Mr. 
Casolaro then probably got into the bathtub and placed one of the 
white hefty bags over his head as added insurance that he would 
die. (According to Ann Klenk, Mr. Casolaro had discussed with 
her several months before his death how the author Jerzy Kozinski 
had committed suicide in a bathtub by tying a plastic bag over 
his head. ) 

Dr. Lee theorized that Mr. Casolaro next submerged his 
wrists into the water and bled into the water for a few moments. 
According to Dr. Lee, he probably became extremely uncomfortable 
with the bag over his head and pulled it off, flinging bloody 
water across the floor and to the sink opposite the bathtub. Mr. 
Casolaro then attempted to stand up in the tub, bracing himself 
against the tile wall. By that time, however, he had lost too 
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much blood. According to Dr. Lee, he probably become woozy and 
slumped back into the tub, causing bloody water to slosh over the 
side of the tub and onto the bathroom floor. As he fell back 
down into the tub, Casolaro's arm knocked the drinking glass onto 
the floor, where it broke. His right arm hung outside the tub as 
he slumped against the side of the tub. His head came to rest on 
the side of the tub. 

Dr. Lee concluded that the blood spatter analysis he had 
conducted established that Casolaro's death was "not inconsistent 
with a suicide." 

The police also reviewed Mr. Casolaro's financial condition. 
They were unable to find any evidence that he had earned any 
income during the months before he died. When the Martinsburg 
police searched his house, they found his checkbook and checking 
account statements. The documents indicated that Mr. Casolaro 
had been receiving loans from family members every two or three 
months . j 

The police also found a copy of the i^iiortgage loan agreement”' 
for Mr. Casolaro's house. The note indicated that a balloon 
payment of $178,790 was due August 9, 1991. The police checked 
with the mortgage company and learned that Mr. Casolaro had 
received a 30-day extension, to September 8, 1991, on the 
payment. The police also found Casolaro's July 1991 phone bill, 
in the amount of $922.00. 

The Martinsburg police officially concluded their 
investigation on January 25, 1992, after expending over 1,000 
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aggregate hours on the ca^e. We believe that the vast majority 
of the criticisms directed at that investigation are not 
warranted. In our opinion, the Martinsburg City Police 


"1 


Department 


general 17 ^< 


conducted a thorough, professional 

\ 


investigation. Although some mistakiss were made during the 
investigation (particularly the /embalming 6f the body and 


failure to seal the room) , it does not appear that those mistakes 
I 'had any s ignificant adverse effect on the investigation. Vld also 

believe that Dr. Frost, Dr. Cash, and Dr. Schochet perfomed an 

- " 

excellent autopsy, toxicology, and neuropathology^ study. 

INSLAW has not provided any evidence supporting this theory, 
and it appears to be merely conjecture on its part. 

Ill . Our Investigation 


A. *' The Octopus ” 

During our investigation into Mr. Casolaro's death, it 

became clear that many of the sources for Mr. Casolaro's theories 

about the government's involvement with INSLAW were the same as 

those identified by the Hamiltons, though Mr. Casolaro's theory 

of "the Octopus" involved an even more far-flung conspiracy than 

that advanced by INSLAW. In a November 1990 book proposal he 

provided to Herb Karlitz, a New York literary agent, he described 

the conspirators as follows: 

An international cabal whose freelance services cover 
parochial political intrigue, espionage, sophisticated 
weapon technologies that include biotoxins, drug 
trafficking, money laundering and murder-for-hire has 
emerged from an isolated desert Indian reservation just 
north of Mexicali. ... I propose a series of articles 
and a book, a true crime narrative, that unravels this 
web of thugs and thieves who roam the earth with their 
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weapons and their murders, trading dope and dirty money 
for the secrets of the temple. 

At various times, the Octopus theory linked the INSLAW 
matter, the alleged connection of the Cabazon Indian reservation 
with international arms dealing, the assassination of "super gun” 
inventor Gerald Bull, the suicide bombing of the U.S. Marine 
barracks in Lebanon, the BCCI scandal, the Iran Contra affair, 
the Iraqui arms procurement network, the collapse of the savings 
and loan industry and other matters. 

Mr. Casolaro apparently first learned about INSLAW* s dispute 
with the Justice Department in mid-1990 when Terry Miller, a 
friend, told him about the dispute and encouraged him to talk to 
the Hamiltons. By everyone's account, Mr. Casolaro became 
obsessed with the INSLAW story and the web of conspiracy 
allegations associated with it over the next few months. Mr. 
Casolaro soon began to develop his Octopus theory whereby the 
INSLAW affair was merely one arm of an octopus that had been 
engaged in international intrigue since the early 1950s. 

During the period from mid-1990 to his death, Mr. Casolaro 
took hundreds of pages of notes during his telephone calls with 
the Hamiltons and others. Mr. Casolaro *s close friend Ann Klenk 
found his notes in the basement office of his house the day his 
death was disclosed. Ms. Klenk provided the notes to Tara 
Sonenshine, a producer for ABC's Niahtline program. Ms. 
Sonenshine examined the notes, and told Ms. Klenk that the notes 
did not appear to contain any clues about Mr. Casolaro 's death. 
Several other journalists looked at the notes and arrived at the 
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same conclusion. Ms. Klenk had the notes sent to the 
Investigative Reporters' and Editors' Association (IRE) at the 
University of Missouri, where they were catalogued and archived. 
We obtained a complete set of the notes from IRE. We also 
obtained copies of certain pages that Ms. Klenk had kept. 

We have carefully examined the notes, consisting of several 
hundred pages. The notes are filled with names, places, phone 
numbers, diagrams, and references to various international 
intrigues, including arms dealing, drug trafficking, chemical 
warfare, money laundering, terrorism, and political 
assassinations. Some of the notes appear to have been taken 
during telephone conversations with various people, while other 
notes appear to reflect information obtained from newspaper 
articles and magazines. 

Finally, those notes indicate that Mr. Casolaro spent a 
considerable amount of time receiving and soliciting information 
from many of the same sources relied on by INSLAW; Michael 
Riconosciuto, Charles Hayes, Robert Booth Nichols, and others. 
Although we discuss some of the information these individuals 
allege with regard to Mr. Casolaro 's death in later parts of this 
report, it should be noted that none of the information they 
provided to Mr. Casolaro affects our conclusions with regard to 
the underlying conspiracy allegations. 

B. August 5-10. 1991 

We spent a significant amount of time trying to reconstruct 
the last week of Mr. Casolaro 's life in the hope that such a 
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reconstruction might lead to some answers about his death. The 
following reconstruction is based on numerous interviews, 
documentary evidence and police records. 

Monday. August 5. 1991 

On Monday, August 5, Mr. Casolaro saw his brother Tony 
during the day. Dr. Casolaro told us that he told his brother 
that he looked tired. Later that day, Ann Klenk saw Mr. 

Casolaro 's car parked outside a bar at a local shopping center. 
According to Ms. Klenk, she went inside and saw Mr. Casolaro, 
head slumped down, sitting at the bar. She said that Mr. 

Casolaro "looked terrible." He told her in a tone that Ms. Klenk 
described as disgust: "I just broke INSLAW. Bill Hamilton's 

going to be real excited." Mr. Casolaro then told Ms. Klenk, 

"You can have the story, and if you don't want it, you can give 
it to Jack Anderson." (Ms. Klenk had once worked as a reporter 
for syndicated columnist Jack Anderson) . Finally, Mr. Casolaro 
told Ms. Klenk he had "just gotten back" from West Virginia and 
that he was going back again. 

Ms. Klenk said she was worried about her friend. She 
ordered a pizza for him, begged him to eat something and left. 

Tuesday. August 6. 1991 

On Tuesday, August 6, Mr. Casolaro again spoke to Ms. Klenk, 
and discussed the "Octopus" book proposal he had sent to his 
agent two weeks earlier. Mr. Casolaro also had two phone calls 
that day with John Elvin, a journalist friend in Annapolis. 
According to Mr. Elvin, Mr. Casolaro asked him during those two 


NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 141 


29 



calls to review the "stuff he had sent him. Mr. Casolaro 
mentioned that he was going to West Virginia and said he would 
call Mr. Elvin when he returned. 

Casolaro also called^ Jim Pittaway that day and told him that 
he was going to West Virginia to meet someone, but that he did 
not know that person's identity. 

During the day, he spent sometime packing a suitcase. 
According to Olga Mokros, Mr. Casolaro 's neighbor and 
housekeeper, Mr. Casolaro told her while she was helping him pack 
that he would not be seeing his son again. Ms. Mokros also told 
us that he took her into his basement office and showed her where 
he kept his will. 

That evening, Mr. Casolaro had dinner at the home of Larry 
Stich, a former IBM attorney he had known for several years. Mr. 
Stich told us that Mr. Casolaro did not seem depressed to him. 

Mr. Stich recalls his friend telling him that evening that he was 
going to meet with "somebody" regarding his book project. 

After returning home, Casolaro called Robert Booth Nichols 
at his home in Los Angeles, speaking to him from 1:40 a.m. until 
2:46 a.m. EST. Mr. Booth Nichols told us that he remembers Mr. 
Casolaro mentioning that he was planning a trip to the Cabazon 
Indian Reservation in Southern California where he would "wrap 
up" his research. According to Mr. Booth Nichols, Mr. Casolaro 
sounded confident and not depressed. 

Wednesday. August 7. 1991 
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On Wednesday, August 7, Ben Mason, a close friend, came over 
to Mr. Casolaro's house to visit. Mr. Mason told us that Mr. 
Casolaro was in an "exuberant” mood that day. Mr. Casolaro 
showed Mason some papers in his basement office and told him that 
the papers were in a specific order. Mr. Mason recalls seeing a 
photocopy of a passport photo of a young man named "Ibrahim." 

While Mr. Mason was still there, Mr. Casolaro received a 
call from Ann Weinfield and her husband. They were leaving 
Washington to spend a few days at their beach house, and they 
customarily called Mr. Casolaro to say goodbye whenever they left 
town. Both Mrs. Weinfield and her husband spoke with Mr. 
Casolaro. They both recall that during the conversation Mrs. 
Weinfield told her husband that something was "definitely wrong" 
with their friend. Mrs. Weinfield told us that Mr. Casolaro 
rambled incoherently and seemed to have lost touch with reality. 

Mr. Casolaro also spoke with his cousin. Dr. Louis Petrillo, 
a New York psychologist, that day. In a letter written ten days 
later. Dr. Petrillo wrote that Mr. Casolaro sounded 
"enthusiastic" on the phone, saying that he was "looking forward 
to meeting with a 'source.'" Dr. Petrillo noted in that letter 
that he had spoken frequently with his cousin during the months 
before his death, and that, in his judgment, he had not 
manifested "any symptoms or character traits . . . that could, in 
any way be associated with a potential for suicide. 

We spoke with Dr. Petrillo more recently. He recalled 
the August 7, 1991 telephone call. With the benefit of 
hindsight. Dr. Petrillo now believes that Mr. Casolaro could very 
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That evening Mr. Casolaro and Ben Mason went out. Mr. 
Casolaro met a woman while they were at a hotel bar. At 2:00 
a.m. , after taking Mr. Mason home, he returned to the hotel and 
called the woman he had just met from the lobby phone to see if 
she would invite him to her room. She said no, and he returned 
home. 

Thursday. August 8. 1991 

According to Mr. Mason, Mr. Casolaro called him at 6:00 a.m. 
and told him of his failed attempt to rejoin the woman at the 
hotel. Mr. Casolaro laughed off the incident and told his friend 
he was going to West Virginia "to see the guys." 

At about 10:00 a.m., Mr. Casolaro went to the office of his 
insurance agent, J.J. Kelly, Jr. Mr. Casolaro paid the premium 
for his homeowner's insurance to the Nationwide Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. While he was at his agent's office, he called 
Danielle Stallings, his friend and real estate agent. Ms. 
Stallings told us that Mr. Casolaro mentioned that he wanted her 
to arrange a meeting for the following week with an acquaintance 
of hers whose mother-in-law was knowledgeable about the 
Phillipines. As he was leaving Mr. Kelly's office, Mr. Casolaro 
asked Mrs. Kelly for direction to Interstate 66 - West, a common 
route from Northern Virginia to West Virginia. 


well have committed suicide. He stated that he was prepared to 
change the conclusions expressed in his August 17, 1991 letter 
based on what he now knew about the physical evidence and other 
circumstances surrounding Mr. Casolaro 's death. 


NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 144 


32 



It appears that Mr. Casolaro then drove to Martinsburg, West 
Virginia, and checked into the Sheraton Inn. The desk clerk, 
James Lopez, recalled that Casolaro checked in between 1:00 and 
2:00 p.m. He had a reservation and gave Mr. Lopez a credit card. 
Mr. Lopez gave Mr. Casolaro one key to Room 517. According to 
Mr. Lopez, Mr. Casolaro told him that he was not going to open 
the room right away because he was late for an appointment at the 
Stone Crab Inn, a restaurant and bar not far from the Sheraton. 
Mr. Lopez said he thought Mr. Casolaro had an old, "beat up” 
brief case with him, but he was not sure. 

The bartender working at the Stone Crab Inn that day, Tom 
Haches, recalls that Casolaro arrived at about 12:30 p.m.® Mr. 
Haches, who had previously worked at the Sheraton Inn, recognized 
Mr. Casolaro from a prior visit he had apparently made to 
Martinsburg about a year earlier. Mr. Casolaro told him that he 
was going to be meeting with ”some Arabs” at about 1:00 p.m. 
According to the bartender, no one arrived. At about 1:20 p.m. 
Mr. Casolaro asked Mr. Haches for four quarters. He went outside 
and returned a few minutes later. There are both cigarette 
machines and a public phone outside the Stone Crab Inn. 

Mr. Casolaro had a bottle of wine and a draft beer that 
afternoon at the Stone Crab Inn. He spoke with another man at 
the bar about a vineyard the man owned. Mr. Casolaro charged 


® Although this is inconsistent with Mr. Lopez's 
recollection that Mr. Casolaro checked into the hotel between 
1:00 and 2:00, and went to the Stone Crab Inn, we find the 
discrepancy insignificant. 
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twenty dollars worth of drinks tabs^j^n his Mastercard while 
at the Stone Crab Inn that afternoon. 

He left the Stone Crab Inn at about 3:30 p.m., telling the 
bartender he wanted to go back to his hotel to check for messages 
and that he might be back later for the happy hour. However, Mr. 
Casolaro apparently went directly to a Pizza Hut restaurant 
located near the Sheraton. The waitress working there, a college 
student named Laura Miller, positively identified him as having 
arrived at about 3:30 p.m. Ms. Miller said that he ordered a 
pitcher of beer and a small pizza. He drank the entire pitcher 
of beer but ate only one or two pieces of the pizza and left the 
Pizza Hut at about 4:00 p.m. 

Mr. Casolaro was next seen at Heatherfield's lounge, located 
inside the Sheraton Inn. At this point there is a significant 
discrepancy in the recollections of two witnesses. The 
bartender, a woman named Lynn Hitrick, who had served Mr. 

Casolaro on his prior visits to Martinsburg, recalled that he 
walked into the bar between 5:30 and 6:00 p.m. Ms. Hitrick 
recalled that Mr. Casolaro drank beer by himself until about 
6:30, when another hotel guest, Michael Looney, a 3M employee 
from St. Paul, Minnesota, who was staying in Room 519, sat down 
at the bar and began talking to him. Ms. Hitrick remembered that 
Mr. Casolaro started drinking bottled beer, but later switched to 
draft beer. Mr. Casolaro spoke with Mr. Looney until about 11:30 
p.m., when the bar closed. Ms. Hitrick does not recall seeing 
Mr. Casolaro talking with anyone else that night. 
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However, the waitress, Kim Waters, told a different story. 
The police originally met her by chance, when they went to the 
home of one of the Sheraton desk clerks to interview him three 
days after Mr. Casolaro's death. She happened to be at the desk 
clerk's home. When the police showed her Mr. Casolaro's 
photograph, she said she remembered seeing him in the bar but 
could not remember anything else. Later that day she contacted 
the police, saying she had now remembered that Casolaro had 
arrived at the bar at about 5:10 p.m., and that he sat at a table 
with another man whom she described as "dark skinned, like maybe 
Iranian or Arabian." Ms. Waters recalled that both men were 
drinking draft beer, and that the "Iranian or Arabian" man was 
drinking very fast and was very insistent that he be served 
quickly. She claimed to have served four beers each to Mr. 
Casolaro and the other man. She also said the other man paid for 
all the beers in cash. Three days later, Ms. Waters helped the 
police prepare a composite drawing of the "Iranian or Arabian" 
person. On September 16, 1991, the police interviewed Ms. Waters 
again. She still stood by her story, but, according to the 
police report, her recollection seemed hazy and uncertain. No 
one has been able to determine who the "Iranian or Arabian" 
person was, if indeed there was such a person. 

Ms. Waters' recollection conflicts with Ms. Hitrick's 
recollection in several important respects. The most important 
conflicts are with Ms. Hitrick's recollections that (1) Casolaro 
came into the bar alone; (2) he sat at the bar, not at a table; 
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(3) he started drinking bottled beer, not draft beer; and (4) he 
spoke with only one person the entire evening. Ms. Hitrick's 
recollection is corroborated by Mr. Casolaro's bar tab, which 
shows that, beginning at 6:00 p.m. , Casolaro purchased one 
bottled beer, then another bottled beer, and then switched to 
draft beer. Altogether, Casolaro purchased seven beers that 
evening . 

Ms. Hitrick's recollection is also corroborated by Mr. 
Looney's memory of the evening. Mr. Looney recalled meeting Mr. 
Casolaro for the first time near the ice machine down the hall 
from their fifth floor rooms sometime between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

A short while later, he went down to the hotel bar, saw Casolaro 
drinking alone and joined him. According to Mr. Looney, they 
spent the rest of the evening talking. Mr. Casolaro told him all 
about the Octopus project and said he was waiting to meet "some 
Arabs." Mr. Looney recalled that Mr. Casolaro acted agitated 
when the "Arabs" failed to show. 

It is difficult to determine whose recollection of that 
evening's events is more accurate. However, given fact that 

both Mr. Looney and the credit card records are consistent with 
Ms. Hitrick's recollection, we are led to believe her 

recollection is likely to be the more accurate. In any ^ent, 

/ 

the Martinsburg police were unable to locate any individual 
matching the description provided to them by Ms. Waters, and 
there is no evidence linking such an individual with Mr. 

Casolaro 's death. 
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Friday. August 9. 1991 

The next day, Friday, August 9, 1991, Mr. Casolaro went to 
the front desk at the Sheraton at about 12:00 p.m. and told the 
desk clerk, Mr. Lopez, that he would be staying one more night. 

At about 1:30 p.m., a hotel maid, Barbara Bettinger, spoke with 
Mr. Casolaro outside his door. He asked whether the maids could 
clean his room right then because he had work to do. Another 
maid, Roxanne Willis, went inside the room and cleaned while he 
waited outside. Ms. Willis noticed a bottle of wine on the lamp 
table. 

Mr. Casolaro was next seen at the Stone Crab Inn at about 
2:30 p.m. He drank beer until about 5:30 p.m. According to the 
bartender, Pamela Henry, he seemed depressed and lonely and acted 
as if he wanted to talk to someone. He bought five beers, one 
shrimp cocktail, and one crabcake sandwich with his credit card. 
The bartender who worked the 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. shift at the 
Stone Crab Inn, Raelene Cook, did not see anyone matching 
Casolaro 's description in the bar during her shift that night. 

After leaving the Stone Crab Inn, Mr. Casolaro placed a 
collect call to his mother's house in Fairfax County at about 
6:00 p.m. His family had planned a birthday party for his niece 
that evening. He spoke with his mother and told her he would be 
late for the party, if he made it at all. 

At 7:00 p.m., a group of people from Pennsylvania, who had 
traveled to Martinsburg for a soccer tournament that weekend, 
checked into rooms 514, 515, 516 and 520. Mr. Casolaro was 
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staying in room 517. At about 9:00 p.m., Mary Lehnert, one of 
the occupants of room 515, saw someone matching Mr. Casolaro's 
general description enter room 517 with a key. She did not see 
the person's face, as his back was to her. However, she recalled 
that he was carrying a brown paper bag. 

Shortly after midnight, Mr. Casolaro walked to the Sheetz 
convenience store across the parking lot from the Sheraton. He 
asked for coffee, and the clerk, Cindy Noll, brewed a fresh pot 
for him. Ms. Noll gave Mr. Casolaro a medium coffee and did not 
charge him because he had to wait for the pot to brew. Both Ms. 
Noll and another witness in the store at that time, Diane Small, 
recalled that Mr. Casolaro seemed relaxed, and that he made small 
talk with them both. When he left they saw him walk back toward 
the Sheraton. 

The above account of Mr. Casolaro's movements on Friday, 
August 9 is not complete. We have not been able to pinpoint his 
whereabouts between noon and 1:30 p.m. or between 6:00 and 9:00 
p.m. The most likely explanation is that he was in his hotel 
room during those times. ^ 


^ After learning of Mr. Casolaro's death, William Turner, 
one of Mr. Casolaro's sources for the Octopus theory, claimed to 
have met with him in the Sheraton parking lot on August 9. Mr. 
Turner has been unclear as to the time of the meeting, placing it 
anywhere between noon and 6:00 p.m. Although Mr. Turner has 
consistently asserted that Mr. Casolaro provided him documents at 
that meeting, he has changed his story with regard to the nature 
and amount of those documents. Shortly after Mr. Casolaro's 
death, he told local authorities that Mr. Casolaro had given him 
a "stack of documents eighteen inches high." However, he told us 
that Mr. Casolaro had given him three sealed manila envelops 
containing documents before the August 9 meeting, and that he 
returned two of those envelopes to Mr. Casolaro during that 
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Saturday, August 10. 1991 

As described above, Mr. Casolaro's body was found at 
approximately 1:00 p.m. Dr. Frost estimated the time of death as 
between 7:00 and 8:00 a.m. 

C. Mr. Casolaro’s State of Mind in August 1991 

The most difficult aspect of any investigation involving the 
possibility of a suicide is the effort to determine why a 
particular individual might have taken his or her own life. We 
were mindful of the fact from the very outset that such an 
endeavor is bound to be unsuccessful. The only individual who 
might be able to provide the answer to such questions is, by 
definition, gone. And, in all probability, that person would not 
be able to provide any more satisfactory answers. 

Nevertheless, we felt it to be part of our task to at least 
address some of those issues. In our investigation, we found 


meeting. He said he kept the third packet in his safe. In any 
event, no one witnessed the meeting in the hotel's parking lot. 


There are significant reasons to discount Mr. Turner's 
story. First, on September 13, 1991',- he pleaded guilty in 
federal court to one felony count of making a false statement in 
1988 to the Veteran's Administration. He was sentenced to 60 
days in prison and five years probation. Then, on December 30, 
1993, after Mr. Turner had moved to Tennessee, the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms searched his home pursuant to a 
warrant. They fo^d 23 firearms inside^ including several with 


no serial numbers .\4^en we last chepkec 
revocation proceeding^'-iir Knoxvil] 


he was facing probation 


A' 


I-..-' 


Finally, local police in Winchester, Virginia searched Mr. 
Turner's house on September 26, 1991, when he was a suspect in a 
bank robbery. The search took place six weeks after Mr. 
Casolaro's death. The only items found in his safe were a 
passport and some gold coins. There were no documents related to 
Mr. Casolaro found anywhere on the premises. 
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numerous factors that might have caused Mr. Casolaro concern 
and/or despair during the last year of his life. By identifying 
those factors, we do not pretend to conclude that they 
necessarily contributed to Mr. Casolaro 's suicide. Rather, we 
identify them in order to provide a complete picture of the 
events leading up to his death. 

Financial Concerns 

There is no question that, after spending over a year 
developing his Octopus theory, Mr. Casolaro found himself in a 
difficult financial condition and was greatly concerned as a 
result. As discussed above, Mr. Casolaro 's home mortgage called 
for a balloon payment of $178,790 on August 9, 1991. Although 
the mortgage company extended the payment period for 30 days, 
that entire amount was coming due on September 8, 1991. The 
Martinsburg police investigation found that he had already 
borrowed substantial amounts from his family earlier in the year. 

While he faced the balloon payment in the matter of weeks, 
Mr. Casolaro 's income prospects appeared dim at the time of his 
death. Since the summer of 1990, when he first began to pursue 


the INSLAW story, he had repeatedly and unsuccessfully attempted 
to sell book and(inovie righ^ to the story. Although he was able 
to find an agent to help him with the process, our investigation 


found that he received little reason to be encouraged by his 
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future prospects.^ On April 20, 1991, he wrote to his agent. 
Herb Karlitz, of his growing financial problems; 






1 . J 


, I must explain how much deeper in debt I am. Every month 

that goes by without income puts another $4,500 or so on my 
liability just keeping my family and self alive. On top of 
that, my mortgage which is now up to $300,000^is scheduled 
• for final payment in September 1991. ( i— . 

i ' ^ J 

Three months later, on July 22, 1991, Mr. Casolaro sent a new 
\ proposal to Mr. Karlitz outlining the Octopus theory. In a cover 
letter , he wrote ; 


1 






This is my final week for these marathon hours over the 
last 12 months. Encountering this odyssey, meeting it 
with my whole life, is to grapple with something 
personal since I've risked everything. By Friday, I 
have to come up with about $5000 just to cover my 
mortgage payment and my real estate taxes and in 
September I'll be looking into the face of an oncoming 
train. Father, what will I do? 


/jiyvUA. 






Dr. Tony Casolaro told us that his brother would never have 
committed suicide over money. He explained that their family was 
very close, several members had done quite well financially and 
his brother always knew that he could turn to his family for 
financial resources. 

^ The Onset of Multiple Sclerosis 

As discussed above, the autopsy revealed that Mr. Casolaro 
had been suffering from multiple sclerosis at the time of his 
death. We are unaware of any direct evidence that the disease 
was diagnosed before his death and do not believe that he ever 
indicated to anyone that he was suffering from MS. In fact, our 


^ An agent for the Creative Artists Agency wrote to Mr. 
Casolaro 's primary agent after having met with Mr. Casolaro in 
December 1990: "To expect 'cloak and dagger' and to get 

slapstick was quite scintillating." 
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investigation indicates that the last time he had been to a 
doctor was 18 months before his death when he needed emergency 
treatment after accidentally dropping a barbell on his head. 

However, there are some indications that the disease was 
beginning to affect his life regardless of whether he knew it was 
MS. For example, during June and July 1991, some of Mr. 
Casolaro's friends noticed that he seemed to be having certain 
physical problems. Ann Klenk noted that Mr. Casolaro experienced 
some sort of motor difficulty with his right hand and had trouble 
opening a window in her house. On another occasion Mr. Casolaro, 
who was in apparently good physical shape, had trouble finishing 
a friendly volleyball game. On another occasion, he was too 
exhausted to help his friend Bill Webster paint his house. 
Casolaro also complained on separate occasions to both Wendy 
Weaver and Ann Klenk about vision trouble. He began borrowing 
Wendy Weaver ' s eyeglasses for reading and reduced his night 
driving. Ms. Weaver observed that Mr. Casolaro also seemed to 
have weakness in his limbs, and that he could not perform various 
simple tasks around the house. 

Also, several weeks before his death, he confided to his 
friend Ann Klenk that he was "having trouble thinking." 

According to Ms. Klenk, he said that "if I ever couldn't think 
I'd kill myself." 

Finally, Mr. Casolaro approached Ann Weinfield, a long-time 
friend and nurse, several months before he died and asked her 
about "research" he was doing about "slow acting viruses," 
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including MS. Ms. Weinfield recalls that he specifically asked 
her about the symptoms and consequences of MS. 

Other Indications 

There were some other indications that are, at the very 
least, consistent with a state of mind contemplating suicide. 

For example, several days before his death, Mr. Casolaro showed 
Zoe Gabrielle Milroy a letter that he had written to his son in 
which he imparted what Ms. Milroy described as "heavy” fatherly 
advice. Ms. Milroy told us that she immediately asked Mr. 
Casolaro if the letter was actually a suicide note. She said he 
changed the subject. 

Four days before his death, Mr. Casolaro 's neighbor, Olga 
Mokros, came to his house. She worked as a housekeeper for Mr. 
Casolaro. Ms. Mokros helped Mr. Casolaro pack a suitcase as he 
told her he was going on a trip. She asked if she should prepare 
the house for his son, who was expected on a visit from Colorado 
in two weeks. According to Ms. Mokros, Mr. Casolaro told her 
that he "would not see [his son]" anymore. He then took her into 
his basement office, and showed her where he kept his will. 

There were other indications of strange and perhaps suicidal 
behavior as well. For example, in approximately May 1991, Mr. 
Casolaro was housesitting for his friend Bill Webster. According 
to Ms. Klenk, Mr. Casolaro called her at 5:00 one morning, and 
told her he had hurt himself. He said he had "spent the night on 
the roof" of the house and that he had fallen off and hurt his 
leg. Several days later, however, Mr. Webster called Ms. Klenk, 
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and told her he had found a broken ceramic object and some bloody 
towels in his basement. During the autopsy, the medical examiner 
found a healed scar on the inside of Mr. Casolaro's right leg 
near the femoral canal and vein. 

Ms. Klenk^also told us that in approximately October 1990, 
Mr. Casolaro had a mysterious auto accident in which his car went 
off the side of the highway. Mr. Casolaro told Ms. Klenk and 
Wendy Weaver that he thought he had been forced off the road, but 
he did not want to report the incident to the police or to seek 
medical treatment. We were unable to learn enough about this 
incident to determine whether it was a legitimate accident, a 
staged suicide attempt or a homicide attempt. 

Some of his friends noticed that he had become "obsessed'* 
and "all consumed" with the "Octopus" story by early 1991. Two 
of Mr. Casolaro's closest friends, Wendy Weaver and Ann Klenk, 
both report that he was completely immersed in the story. They 
both told us that Mr. Casolaro slept and ate very little during 
the final months of his life. 

Jim Pittaway, who had known Casolaro for several years, told 
us that beginning in February 1991, Casolaro slipped into a 
"fantasy land" of conspiracy and intrigue, fed by the 
"pathological liars" who had been giving him information and that 
his obsession with the story worsened as the months progressed. 
Other friends say that Casolaro was "losing his grip" on reality. 

Mr. Casolaro frequently spoke with various friends and 
acquaintances about his work, seeking their input about his 
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theories and bouncing ideas off them. Ann Klenk says his voice 
seemed constantly hoarse. Dr. Petrillo and Ann Klenk both told 
us that Mr. Casolaro was absorbing huge amounts of information; 
so much so that he was having trouble organizing it in his mind. 
Mr. Casolaro told Ms. Klenk that he was becoming frustrated at 
his inability to organize his thoughts and reduce his ideas to 
writing. Wendy Weaver and Ann Klenk report that he was 
••disappointed” and ”hurt” at his failure to secure a publisher or 
obtain an advance. Ann Klenk, herself a professional journalist, 
suggested to Casolaro that he try to break the project into 
smaller, more manageable bits, and to try publishing it 
piecemeal, perhaps as a series of newspaper or magazine articles 
rather than as a book. 

Not all of Casolaro •s friends considered him to have been 
depressed or emotionally upset however. Ben Mason and Wendy 
Weaver, for example, report that Casolaro appeared enthusiastic 
about the ••Octopus” project and insist that he continued to be 
generally upbeat and happy. 

Psychological Autopsv 

Finally, at our request, the FBI^s National Center for the 
Analysis of Violent Crime, located at the FBI Academy in 
Quantico, Virginia, conducted an equivocal death analysis, or 
••psychological autopsy,” of Mr. Casolaro. Three FBI behavioral 
scientists prepared a report examining Mr. Casolaro •s life 
history and his behavior during the final weeks and months of his 
life. They also reviewed the autopsy report. They concluded 
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that Mr. Casolaro had cominitted suicide and that he may have 
intentionally "scripted” the end to his own life. 

The behavioral scientists noted that the "one common 
denominator in the life of Mr. Casolaro up until 1990 appeared to 
be feelings of high expectations of success, followed by 
disappointments." They found that while Mr. Casolaro "wore the 
facade of the eternal optimist . . . deep down inside he may have 
perceived himself as a failure as an author, an investigative 
reporter, a husband, a father and as a businessman." The 
behavioral scientists found his physical problems and possible 
concern about multiple sclerosis very significant, noting that 
"the thought of having a progressively debilitating disease may 
have been overwhelming." 

Added to the other "stressors” in Mr. Casolaro 's life, he 
may have believed that his situation was deteriorating and that 
"he was running out of time.” The report noted that by "planting 
the seeds” in the minds of those close to him that he may have 
been killed, Mr. Casolaro thought he might be alleviating the 
guilt feelings his family and friends would feel for not 
preventing his suicide. In addition, Mr. Casolaro might have 
hoped that by making his death look mysterious, he might gain in 
death the journalistic fame he had never enjoyed in life, by 
"dying for a story," becoming "a martyr for truth and justice," 
only to have been "silenced on the eve of his greatest triumph by 
the forces of evil." 
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Most forensic scientists regard the psychological autopsy 
tool as a valuable aid in understanding the mental state leading 
to an individual's decision to commit suicide. However, the 
courtroom evidentiary value of psychological autopsies has 
recently been criticized in a law review article. Ogloff and 
Otto, Psychological Autopsv; Clinical and Legal Perspectives . 37 
St. Louis U.L.J. 607 (1993) (attacking reliability of 
psychological autopsies) . For purposes of this report, we simply 
regard the psychological autopsy as as instructive. 

D. Possible Indications of Foul Plav 

There is no direct evidence that Mr. Casolaro's death was 
anything other than a suicide. Nor is there any direct 
circumstantial evidence placing any other individual in Mr. 
Casolaro's hotel room on either the evening of August 9 or the 
morning of August 10, 1991. Furthermore, the evidence appears to 
be wholly consistent with suicide. Nevertheless, several 
individuals have speculated that some sort of foul play was 
involved in Mr. Casolaro's death. In this section, we review 
those allegations and the evidence which is cited as supporting 
the charges. 

Ethvl Alcohol Injection 

INSLAW recently asserted that perhaps someone entered Mr. 
Casolaro's room and injected him above the spine with "ethyl 
alcohol absolute," thereby deadening his nerves. Dr. Cash, the 
West Virginia toxicologist, found no ethyl alcohol in Mr. 
Casolaro's blood. Moreover, Dr. Frost found no injection sites 
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anywhere on his body. Pure ethyl alcohol would have been 
particularly irritating to the skin, but no such irritations were 
found during the autopsy. 

We asked Dr. Yale Caplan, a Baltimore toxicologist and 
former President of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, 
about the "ethyl alcohol absolut" theory. He agreed with Dr. 
Frost that it would have been impossible for Casolaro to have 
received such an injection without Dr. Frost seeing evidence of 
it during the autopsy. Dr. Caplan also noted that such an 
injection would have to have been precisely and expertly made, 
with Casolaro 's cooperation, for it to have achieved a "nerve- 
deadening" effect. 

Involvement of Mr. Riconsciuto 

On September 30, 1991, Robert Booth Nichols, one of Mr. 
Casolaro 's primary sources, told Detective Sergeant Swartwood of 
the Martinsburg Police Department that he thought Mr. Casolaro 
had been murdered and that Michael Reconosciuto was probably 
involved in some way. He did not and has not provided any basis 
for those allegations other than his claims that Mr. Casolaro was 
investigating some dangerous individuals. 

We are unaware of any evidence linking Mr. Riconosciuto to 
Mr. Casolaro *s death. Further, Mr. Riconosciuto was in prison in 
Tacoma, Washington, awaiting trial on methamphetamine charges, on 
the day Mr. Casolaro 's body was discovered. 

Involvement of Robert Booth Nichols 
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Robert Booth Nichols, a self-styled "international 
businessman," was one of Mr. Casolaro's primary sources. 

Telephone records from the last few months of Mr. Casolaro's life 
indicate that the two men spoke regularly and at length during 
that time period.® 

According to several of Mr. Casolaro's friends, he spoke 
often of Mr. Booth Nichols and described him as a mysterious 
figure with connections to Japanese organized crime, the 
intelligence community and international arms dealers. Mr. 
Casolaro told several friends that he had heard from other 
sources that Mr. Booth Nichols was dangerous, and that he had 
been involved in several murders. 

An article in the January 1993 issue of the Spy Magazine 
suggests that Mr. Booth Nichols may have had Mr. Casolaro killed 
because he feared Mr. Casolaro was about to expose him as a 
someone who had years earlier offered to become an FBI informant 
against the mafia. We found no evidence that he had anything to 
do with Mr. Casolaro's death. Furthermore, he was in London on 
the day that Mr. Casolaro died.’ 


® Mr. Booth Nichols and Mr. Casolaro also met at least once 
during the early summer of 1991. The two men had dinner at a 
restaurant in Virginia. The following day, Mr. Casolaro 
introduced him to his friend Wendy Weaver. Contrary to some 
published reports, Ms. Weaver told us that Mr. Booth Nichols did 
not punch, grab or beat up anyone in a bar while she was with him 
and that he did not boast of connections with organized crime. 

’ Though Mr. Booth Nichols conveyed an image of intrigue to 
Mr. Casolaro, it is clear that at least some of that image was 
exaggerated. For example, in a lawsuit against the Los Angeles 
Police Department, he testified that he had been a member of the 
United States intelligence community for many years. f Booth 
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Involvement of Peter Videnieks 



Mr. Riconosciuto and others have suggested that Peter 
Videnieks, the Department of Justice contracting officer on the 
PROMTS contract, was also somehow involved in Mr. Casolaro's 
death. Again, there is no evidence whatsoever of Mr. Videnieks *s 
involvement. The sole "connection" appears to be the fact that 
Mr. Videniek's wife works for Senator Robert Byrd of West 
Virginia, the state in which Mr. Casolaro's death occurred. 

■7 

In addition, Charles Hayes, the Kentucky salvage dealer, 
told Martinsburg police that Peter Videnieks and Dr. Earl Brian 
had gone to the Sheraton Inn in Martinsburg around the time of 
Mr. Casolaro's death to play in a "high-stakes poker game, 
requiring $10,000 minimum to sit at the table." The police found 
it difficult to believe that gaming of that magnitude could have 
been going on in Martinsburg without their knowledge. 
Nevertheless, they investigated this lead but were unable to 
corroborate it. As discussed above, we believe Mr. Hayes lacks 
credibility. 

During an interview with us, Mr. Videnieks denied having any 
involvement in Mr. Casolaro's death and claimed that he was with 
his wife at their summer cottage in Treadwell, New York, from 


Nichols V. City of Los Anaeles . No. NCC 31322B, Trial Transcript, 
Mar. 11, 1993, 32 et seq.) No evidence supports that claim. In 
fact, we were informed by the CIA that Mr. Booth Nichols applied 
to the CIA for a job in 1972 but was not successful. Mr. Booth 
Nichols also testified that he had once "been instructed" to make 
a bid to purchase the assets of the Summa Corporation in the late 
1970s, following Howard Hughes' death. (Id. 141-51). The 
documents connected to that incident, however, reflect that Summa 
summarily rejected Booth Nichols' overtures. 


NW: 15457 Dodd: 70098622 Page 162 


50 



August 5 to August 11, 1991. His personnel records reflect that 
he was on leave during this time period, and a credit card 
receipt shows that he made a purchase at a bookstore in Oneonta, 
New York on August 9, 1991. His telephone records indicate that 
a call was placed to his brother from the Treadwell cottage on 
August 9, 1991 at 8:35 p.m. 

We have no reason to question Mr. Videniek's claim that he 
was in New York on August 10, 1991 and are unaware of any 
evidence linking Mr. Videnieks to Mr. Casolaro's death. 

Involvement of Joseph Cueller 

Army Reserve Major Joseph Cuellar also was in contact with 
Mr. Casolaro during the last few months of his life. Mr. 

Casolaro apparently met Mr. Cuellar by chance one afternoon in 
May 1991 at "The Sign of the Whale” bar in Arlington, Virginia. 
Mr. Cuellar had gone to the bar expecting to meet some friends 
who were going to celebrate his return from Operation Desert 
Storm. Mr. Casolaro, who was already seated at the bar waiting 
for his friend Lynn Knowles when Mr. Cueller arrived, struck up a 
conversation with Mr. Cuellar. Mr. Cuellar talked of his 
exploits in the Army special forces, and, according to Mr. 
Cueller, Mr. Casolaro became fascinated. After Ms. Knowles 
arrived, she listened as the two men discussed various military 
issues. When Mr. Cuellar's friends arrived, they made 
arrangements to meet again. 
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The two men talked on the phone several times after they 
first met. They also saw each other at least two additional 
times. In addition, Mr. Cuellar started dating Ms. Knowles. 

During one of their conversations, Mr. Casolaro apparently 
asked about various individuals involved in his "Octopus" story. 
Mr. Cuellar told him he knew Peter Videnieks. According to Mr. 
Cueller, he explained that he knew Mr. Videnieks because his 
former fiance had worked with Mr. Videnieks' wife in the Capitol 
Hill office of West Virginia Senator Robert Byrd. Both Mr. 
Cuellar and Mr. Videnieks told us that their relationship was 
social, that they had double-dated with their significant others 
a number of times, and that they saw less of each other after Mr 
Cuellar broke up with his fiance. 

Once he learned of Mr. Cuellar's relationship with Mr. 
Videnieks, Mr. Casolaro asked Mr. Cuellar repeatedly to arrange 
meeting with Mr. Videnieks. Mr. Casolaro wanted to interview Mr 
Videnieks about the allegations made by Mr. Riconosciuto in his 
March 1991 affidavit that Mr. Videnieks had threatened him. Mr. 
Cueller called Mr. Videnieks to try to arrange a meeting, but Mr 
Videnieks refused.^® 

After Mr. Casolaro died, Mr. Cuellar stopped dating Ms. 
Knowles. She told us that at one point, as their relationship 

According to Mr. Cuellar, Mr. Casolaro confided in him 
near the end of his life, expressing frustration that he had 
become so wrapped up in the "Octopus" story that he had lost his 
perspective and was unable to arrange the material into a 
cohesive story. Mr. Casolaro also told him that he was in 
financial distress and that he was close to losing his house. 
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was deteriorating, he made a veiled threat to her, stating that 
she was asking too many questions about Mr. Casolaro, that she 
had two children, and she would not be doing them a favor if she 
were to wind up like Mr. Casolaro or another journalist who had 
been killed in Guatemala. Mr. Cuellar denied making those 
statements to her. 

Several people have suggested that Mr. Cuellar was somehow 
involved in Mr. Casolaro 's death. We found no evidence 
supporting that hypothesis. On the day Mr. Casolaro died, August 
10, 1991, Cuellar was in Washington, D.C., working on his 
"outprocessing” from Desert Storm, and his "in-processing” into 
the Southern Command, 
was in Washington on August 10, 1991. 

Threats Directed at Mr. Casolaro 

During the last few weeks of his life, Mr. Casolaro told 
several of his friends that he had been receiving death threats 
over the telephone. In addition, Mr. Casolaro' s neighbor, Olga 
Mokros, told us that she was in Mr. Casolaro 's house on the 
Monday before he died, that she answered the phone, and that the 
caller uttered a death threat. She could not recall any other 
specific occasions on which Mr. Casolaro received such a call, 
even though she was at his house nearly every day. Mr. Casolaro 
also told several people that the story he was working on was 
"dangerous" and that he sent his younger brother John away from 
the house because of the danger. According to Dr. Tony Casolaro, 


Several witnesses 




verified that he 
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his brother once told him, "If I die, don't believe it was an 
accident. " 

' It is impossible for us to assess at this time the 
seriousness and extent of these threats. However, several of 
JIasolaro's closest friends told us they now believe, with the 
benefit of hindsight, that he invented at least some of the 
threatening phone calls and the other "dangers" involved in his 
work so that people would believe, after he committed suicide, 
that he might have been murdered. Jim Pittaway told us that he 
thinks Mr. Casolaro committed suicide and that he "shrouded his 
death in mystery" so that his conspiracy theories would outlive 
him. Lillian Pittaway, Jim Pittaway's wife, described Mr. 
Casolaro as self-destructive. Zoe Gabrielle Milroy, a close 
friend of Mr. Casolaro 's for fourteen years, believes that he 
"perpetrated this conspiracy theory" to make his death seem 
mysterious and to ease the pain his family would suffer from an 
outright suicide. Pete Kennedy, a guitarist and friend, shares 
Ms. Milroy 's view that Mr. Casolaro wanted everyone to think he 
was in danger, so that his death would appear mysterious. Ms. 
Milroy also discounts the views of those who say Mr. Casolaro was 
not depressed, noting that he was a "consummate actor" who could 
be "laughing on the outside, but very hurting on the inside." 

"Village Voice" Phone Call 

On Sunday night, August 11, 1991, the day before news of 
Casolaro 's death had become public, a writer at the Village Voice 
in New York City named Dan Bishoff received a telephone call. 
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Mr. Bishoff later told the Martinsburg police that he was in his 
office that evening when the phone rang on a direct dial line. 

The caller told him, "There has been a death of a journalist in 
West Virginia that needs to be looked into." Mr. Bishoff told 
the police that the caller may have mentioned the name 
"Casserole. " 

We spoke with Mr. Bishoff. Although he continues to assert 
that he received a telephone call on August 11, he said that, 
upon reflection, he is not sure whether the caller mentioned the 
name "Casserole" or anything else approximating Casolaro. He 
told us that many "conspiracy buffs" had his inside telephone 
line, and he frequently received calls about dead journalists. 

He indicated that at the time he spoke with the Martinsburg 
police, he "wanted it to be true" that Mr. Casolaro had been 
murdered, but that now he believes he committed suicide. He told 
us that he now regards the Sunday night telephone call as "not 
significant. " 

Casolaro *s Fear of Needles and Blood 

Some of Mr. Casolaro 's family and friends suggest that he 
would not have committed suicide by cutting his wrists because he 
was frightened of needles and the sight of blood. We spoke with 
several doctors and dentists who treated Mr. Casolaro during the 
years before his death. Tony Casolaro 's medical partner. Dr. 
Steven Zimmet, told us that during a routine physical examination 
approximately two years before Casolaro died, Casolaro put up a 
fuss before submitting to a blood test. However, Dr. Stanley 
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Levin, who performed a root canal on Casolaro in December 1990, 
told us that Mr. Casolaro exhibited no fear of needles, blood, 
pain, or any of the other incidents of oral surgery. 

Casolaro *s Planned Meeting In West Virginia 

Mr. Casolaro told many of his friends and family that he was 
going to West Virginia to meet a "source.” No one with whom we 
spoke recalls Casolaro ever identifying who it was he supposedly 
planned to meet. Mr. Casolaro himself was inconsistent in his 
description of the "source,” telling the Weinfields that he did 
not know the identity of the person he was going to meet; telling 
Lillian Pittaway that he was going to meet someone who would give 
him his "biggest tip;" and telling Ben Mason that he was going to 
see "the guys.” 

As discussed in some detail above, we were able to account 
for most of Mr. Casolaro 's time in West Virginia. We were unable 
to find any conclusive evidence that he met with anyone while in 
Martinsburg other than his chance meetings with various 
individuals at bars and restaurants. However, as noted above, a 
waitress at the C to n e Crab — Lnn- said she saw Mr. Casolaro meeting 
with a Naark-skiiihed"- individual on Thursday, August 8. Also, 
William Turner claims to have met with Mr. Casolaro on the 
afternoon of August 9.^’ 


Mr. William Turner recently told the Hamiltons, who 
relayed the information to us, that Mr. Casolaro planned to meet 
in Martinsburg with Peter Videnieks, Joseph Cuellar, an 
unidentified person from Senator Byrd's office, an unidentified 
IRS employee and attorney Robert Altman. A caller to the 
"Unsolved Mysteries" hot line reported seeing Clark Clifford and 
Robert Altman driving in Martinsburg on the day of Mr. Casolaro 's 
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For the reasons indicated above, we are not convinced that^'X^ 
either of these meetings took place though we do not reject ou^^^ 
ofV^and the possibility that one or both actually -occurred . 
Regardless whether these meetings took place, there is no 
evidence linking any of the alleged participants in the meetings 
to Mr. Casolaro's death. 

The Paper in Casolaro's Shoe 

During forensic testing, the West Virginia State Police 
Crime Laboratory found a folded piece of paper inside Mr. 
Casolaro's left shoe. The shoe had been found in Room 517, next 
to the bed. The paper had indentations, as if someone had 
written something on a page on top of the paper. The laboratory 
determined that the paper had come from the same legal pad on 
which Mr. Casolaro had written the suicide note. The laboratory 
was able to reproduce the impressions left on the paper. The 
writing was Mr. Casolaro's; and the paper read as follows: 

Outline 

Chapter on 1980. 

Terrorist underground. Afghanistan. Mideast. Iran. 

John Philip Nichols after arrival 

Indian Reservation 

Fred Alvarez 

Paul Morasca 

Philip Arthur Dempson 

Fresno 

Hercules — Bill Kilpatrick The Big Tex — Ricono 
San Francisco 

Finish up chapter w/ Paul M. & Fred A. / ord 


death in a late model Chevrolet Caprice. We have no reason to 
believe either of these claims. 
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There is no indication when Casolaro had written those 
words, or why he had put the piece of paper inside his shoe. 

Lack of Documents 

Perhaps the most troubling issue surrounding Mr. Casolaro 's 
death is that none of his notes or other papers regarding his 
Octopus investigation were found either in the Sheraton hotel 
room or in his car. Several of his friends and family members 
told us that Mr. Casolaro typically carried a significant number 
of notes and documents with him. Further, if he had travelled to 
Martinsburg to meet with additional sources for his story, he 
likely would have had some documents with him. Finally, Mr. 
Turner claims to have given Mr. Casolaro two manilla envelopes 
full of documents on August 9, 1991. 

The local police authorities conducted searches of Mr. 
Casolaro *s hotel room, his car, the hotel and the local areas in 
search of documents and/or a briefcase. They were unable to 
locate anything of relevance. Ms. Klenk did, however, find many 
notes and other documents in Mr. Casolaro 's house shortly after 
his death. 

Although we do not consider Mr. Turner to be a credible 
source of information and therefore discount his story, we were 
concerned that no documents relating to the Octopus were found in 
Mr. Casolaro 's hotel room given the statements of his friends and 
family. However, there is no credible evidence that any such 
documents were ever in his room and subsequently disappeared. It 
is also quite possible that Mr. Casolaro drove to Martinsburg 
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with the intention of committing suicide thus obviating the need 

# 

to bring along any documents. In any event, the absence of such 
documents, even in combination with the other questions raised by 
various individuals, is woefully inadequate to dispel the 
compelling physical evidence tJ^^t Mr. Casolaro took his own life. 
X. Conclusion 

The overwhelming physical evidence points to the conclusion 
that Mr. Casolaro committed suicide: the crime scene, the 

autopsy, the blood splatter report and the toxicology report as 
well as the other aspects of the investigation undertaken by the 
Martinsburg police and us. Furthermore, there were indications 
during the last few months of Mr. Casolaro 's life that he was 
despondent and exhausted. Although there were mistakes made 
during the original investigation into the death (most 
particularly the failure to seal the room and the early embalming 
of the body) , we have no reason to believe that the original 
investigations were not thorough or undertaken in anything other 
than the utmost good faith. Based on our review of all the 
evidence, we concur with the conclusion reached by Martinsburg 
police authorities that Mr. Casolaro took his own life. 

We reached that conclusion after carefully considering the 
questions and concerns raised by his family and friends as well 
as by others. After reviewing them, we believe that many of 
those questions are typical of the types of questions that follow 
any suicide. As for the allegations of foul play raised by some 
individuals, there is simply no evidence supporting the 
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involvement of any r-f the individuals identified in Mr. 
Casolaro's death. 
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